GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)
RBE No. 85/2025
No. E(D&A)2018 RG 6-11 New Delhi, dated 2. | .08.2025
The General Manager (P)
All Indian Railways & Production Units etc.
(As per Standard list).

Sub: Imposition of penalties of dismissal, removal or compulsory retirement-
Determination of Appointing Authority-reg.

NFIR have raised the issue of imposition of penalties of dismissal, removal or
compulsory retirement from service on Railway servants by incompetent authorities stating
these authorities are relying on the ‘Schedule of Powers’ (SOPs) prepared with the
approval of General Managers for exercising these powers though these SOPs are in
violation of Article 311 of the Constitution of India and directives issued by this Ministry
on this matter.

2. Clause (1) of Article 311 of the Constitution of India provides as below:

"No person who is a member of a civil service of the Union or an all India
service or a civil service of a State or holds a civil post under the Union or a
State shall be dismissed or removed by an authority subordinate to that by
which he was appointed”.

In due reference to the aforesaid Constitutional provision, Rule 2(1)(a) of Railway Servants
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 has been framed by the President in exercise of
powers conferred under proviso to Article 309 of the Constitution and "appointing
authority" in relation to a Railway servant has been defined therein as:

"(i) the authority empowered to make appointments to the Service of which the
Railway Servant is, for the time being, a member or to the grade of the Service
in which the Railway Servant is, for the time being, included, or

(i1) the authority empowered to make appointment to the post which the Railway
Servant, for the time being holds, or

(iii) the authority which appointed the Railway Servant to such Service, grade or
post, as the case may be, or

(iv) where the Railway Servant having been a permanent member of any other
Service or having substantively held any other permanent post, has been in
continuous employment under the Ministry of Railways, the authority which
appointed him to that Service or to any grade in that Service or to that post;
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whichever authority is the highest authority.”

3... In order that there is a clarity on determination of appointing authority for purpose of
imposition of penalties of dismissal/removal/compulsory retirement, Railways may ensure
that whenever an initial appointment is made or promotions are effected (from Group D to
Group C or within Group C), the appointing authority designation is mentioned in the
order.

4.  Please ensure that penalties of dismissal/removal/compulsory retirement from service
are imposed only by the appointing authority as detailed above.

5.  These instructions may be given wide circulation. Kindly acknowledge receipt.

s

(Harish Chander)
Director/E(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy forwarded for information:

1. The General Secretary, AIRF, 4 State Entry Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares).

2. The General Secretary, NFIR, 3 Chelmsford Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares) w.r.t.
PNM Item No. 40/2018.

3. All Members, Departmental Council & National Council and Secretary, Staff Side,

National Council, 13-C Ferozshah Road, New Delhi (with 60 spares).

. The Secretary General, FROA, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

. The Secretary General, IRPOF, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group A Officers' Association', Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group B Officers' Association.

. The Secretary, Railway Board Ministerial Staff Association.

. The Secretary, Railway Board Group D Employees Association.

10. The Secretary, RBSSS Officers Association, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

11. The Secretary General, AIRPFA, Room No. 256-D, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

12. The General Secretary, All India SC/ST Railway Employees Association, Room No.8,
Ground Floor, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi-110001.
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P oE
For Principal Executive Director (IR), Railway Board

No. E(D&A) 2018 RG6-11 New Delhi, dated: 21.08.2025



Copy forwarded for Information to:

1. The DAI (Railways), New Delhi (with 40 copies).

2 The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats, New Delhi.

3. M/s Bahri Brothers, 742, Lajpat Rai Market, Delhi-110 006, P.O. Box No. 2032

4. Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety, Lucknow.

5. Office of Chief Administrative Officer, Indian Railways (Workshop Projects), Chamber
Bhavan, Judge's Court Road, Anta Ghat, Patna-800001, Bihar.

<

(Harish Chander)
Director/E(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy to:

PS/MR, PS/MoSR(S), PS/MoSR(R)

PSO/PPSs to CRB & CEO, M(F), M(Infra), M(T&RS), M(O&BD)

DG(HR), DG(RHS), DG(RPF), DG(Safety)

Secretary, PED(Vig.), PED(IR), EO, JS, IS(G), JS/E, ED/E, EDE(Res), Dir/E(D&A), Dir
E(O)-1, Dir.(RPF), US(DAR), V-1, ERB-1, ERB-V, ERB-VI, E(Rep)I, E(Rep)IL, E(Rep)IIL,
E(SCT)-1, E(SCT)-II, E(O)-I and E(O)I CC branches in Board's Office.
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