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PREFACE 

 

Compendium of Statistical information on the performance of the Materials 

Management Department on the Railways was first brought out in the year 1977. 

 

The compendium was welcomed by all and was found to be extremely useful in the 

Railways to readily obtain the vital statistics on Materials Management. Further healthy 

competitive spirit was generated all round, apprising the staff at all levels towards better 

productivity. 

 

The compendium has since been published every year and presents an account of 

responsibilities and results by the Materials Management Department, in fulfilling the prime 

objective of maximum service with minimum inventories. 

 

All suggestions for improvement of the Compendium are welcome. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The efficiency of a management particularly, 

in a vast organization like Railways largely depends 

upon the effective utilization of resources viz. men, 

materials money and machines.  Of these, money and 

materials, are to a substantial extend managed by the 

Stores Department.  It has been well recognized that 

efficient information system that monitors the 

utilization of resources is so vital to an undertaking 

that it can be considered as the fifth resource. 

 

This booklet attempts to bring in the vital 

information that will project realistically the work 

done by the Materials Management Organization (the 

Stores Department) on the Railways and presents a 

comparative picture of the growth over the last few 

years.  The far reaching changes that have been 

brought about in this department in the procedures, 

methods of management and its efficiency have been 

demonstrated through this compendium.  From a 

small organization with purchase of Rs 82 crores in 

1950-51, the department has phenomenal growth 

over the years, the purchases touching Rs.64957 

crores in 2022-23. 

 

The Inventory Control method and the Data 

Processing Techniques adopted have amply 

demonstrated the efficient management of resources 

without in any way affecting the service level for the 

various activities viz. repairs, maintenance, 

construction and production of new rolling stock.  

The performance of the consuming departments is an 

indirect indication of the efficiency with which the 

supply lines have been kept up. 

 

Statement No. I This Statement demonstrates the 

growth of the Indian Railways in respects of the 

Capital at charge, the number of rolling stock assets 

the traffic handled and the corresponding stores 

purchased and the effect of the successive percentage 

of stores balances to the Annual Issues have been 

brought down from about 75% in the beginning of 

the first Plan to 4% at present, in spite of increase of 

purchases from Rs, 82 crores to Rs. 64957 crores. 

Statement No. II. A broad classification of 

purchase expenditure fuel, operation/maintenance 

of rolling stock, production of rolling stock, is 

given in this statement. 

  

Statement No. III This Statement indicates the 

gradual reduction of the percentage of value of 

stores imported over the years. This reduction has 

been achieved in spite of the tremendous 

modernization that has been taken place on the 

Indian Railways in the methods of traction, 

sophisticated signaling communication. Efforts 

towards indigenization of the imported stores are 

continuing with the necessary vigour. 

  

Statement No. IV This statement shows the 

spectrum of stores purchased by the Railways from 

year to year along with the value of imported 

stores. From the year 1980 the exclusive items of 

the Railway previously procured through Ministry 

of Supply are being procured by the Railways, part 

of them centrally through the Railway Board. 

  

Statement No. IVA- This Statement indicates the 

value of stores imported direct and purchased in 

India and the value of stores of Indian manufacture 

of indigenous origin. 

  

Statement No. V- This statement indicates total 

purchases made and the sources of procurements 

along with percentage viz. directly by Railways 

themselves, Railway Board and through GeM. 

  

Statement No. VI- This Statement shows the 

number of stores Depots on the various Zonal 

Railways along with the number of items stocked. 

  

 The distribution of major, medium and 

small depots is also indicated. This includes only 

the depots under the control of the Stores 

Department. 
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Statement of No. VII- This Statement indicates the value 
of purchases routed through stores Department. 

  

Statement No .VIII- This statement indicates the staff 

strength on the Railway including Production Units 
category-wise in juxta-position to that in the Stores 

Department. 

  
Statement No .IX- The distribution of the staff given in 

statement VIII on the Zonal Railways and their break-up 

in various categories/classification is presented in this 
statement. 

  

Statement No.  X-The Inventory Balances on Railways 

and Production Units has been discontinued due to Pink 

Book (Pt.-I) has not been published 2020-21 

onwards). 
  

Statement No XI- This statement indicates the inventory 
balances as on 31.3.2022 to 31.3.2023 in respect of 

various Zonal Railways and the Production Units. 

  

Statement No. XI-A - This Statement indicates the 
Stores Balances and Issues during 2021-22 & 2022-23. 

  

Statement No. XI-B- This statement indicates the 
inventories during 2022-23  actual vis-a-vis RE 2022-23. 

  

Statement No. XI-C This Statement gives the detailed 

position of outstanding Purchase Suspense Railway-wise 
for the last three years. 

  

Statement No. XII- Excess/Savings under Inventories 

over budget estimates has been discontinued due to 

Pink Book (Pt.-I) has not been published 2020-21 

onwards). 
  
Statement No. XII-A This statement shows ratio of 

WMS balance (in%) to credit (WMS Norms). 

 

Statement No. XIII- The efficiency indicator viz., the 
turn over percentage of stores balances to annual issues 

as presented in the Statement both in terms of balances 

with fuel and without fuel given in this statement. 

  
Statement No. XIV. The break-up of the turn–over-ratio 

in various Railways is presented in this statement for 

purpose of inter-railway comparison. 
  

Statement XV -In respect of Production Units which are 

the major workshop, this statement indicates the turnover 
percentage with respect to the total production value as 

generally worked out in a manufacturing organization. 

  

Statement XVI- This statement indicates the 
comparative position of Surplus Stores on the Railways 

for the last 3 years period. 

 
Statement No. XVII- This statement indicates the value 

of Stores transactions for last 2 years . 

  

Statement No. XVII-A The performance of Railways in 
regard to Stores Transactions and the scrap held at the 

end of the financial year is given in this statement. 

  
 Statement No. XVIII- The statement regarding 

distribution of uniforms on Indian Railways has been 

discontinued. Supply of Uniforms to all eligible 
employees has been discontinued vide Railway Board 

letter no. PC-VII/2017/I/7/5/7 dated 03.10. 2017. 

  

Statement No. XIX- The value of Assets, productivity 
raw material used and the value of production of the 

Printing Presses of the Zonal Railways has been 

discontinued from the year 2022-23 onwards vide 
Board’s letter No. 2017/RS/Ptg.&Sty./AP/PP/IR dated 

03.05.2023. 
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