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Preserving IR’s Heritage

Indian Railways have a glorious history and a rich legacy spanning
over 150 years. The advent of railways in India has influenced the
social, economic and cultural fabric of the country. The Indian Railways
have been and continue to be the Lifeline of the Nation.

The Kalka Shimla Railway (KSR) has been inscribed as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in July 2008. This is a serial nomination to the
“Mountain Railways of India”. The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway
(DHR) was the first to be inscribed in 1999 and the Nilgiri Mountain
Railway (NMR) in 2005. In addition to this inscription, The Mumbai
CST building has been inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site
in the year 2004.

To serve as the repository of India’s Railway History, Rail Museums
have been set up across the country.

The Kalka Shimla Railway inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in July 2008.
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National Rail Museum, New Delhi:

National Rail Museum, houses an interesting collection of history,
heritage, romance and nostalgia of India’s rail heritage through its life
size exhibits in the open area ranging from 1855 vintage Fairy Queen
to Royal Saloons, Patiala State Monorail Trainways, antique benches,
clocks etc., and the indoor gallery with static and working models,
signalling equipment, block instruments, tracks, track fittings, historical
texts and photographs. The Rail Archives unfolds the evolution and
expansion of the Railways in India.

A large auditorium in the museum complex provides facilities for
holding conferences, film projections and stage shows and is also open
for bookings on hire.

Encouraged by its success, Indian Railways is now setting up Rail
Museums in each region  of the country. Three such  rail museums are
located at Chennai, Nagpur and Kolkata. Also, there are mini Rail
Museums at Mysore and Ghum.

Regional Rail Museum, Southern Region, Chennai: This
museum focuses on development of Railways in the Southern Region.
A John Fowler Steam Plough and Steam Cranes are the star attractions
of this Museum.

Regional Rail Museum, Eastern Region, Kolkata: Opened to
the public on 7th August 2006, this museum has a unique collection
of vintage locomotives including the sister locomotive of “Fairy Queen”,
carriages, wagons, equipment, documents and other icons of Railways
of Eastern India.

Regional Rail Museum, Nagpur: A Rail Museum has been
established at Nagpur by the Southeast Central Railway. This museum
focuses  on the Narrow Gauge artifacts of the Indian Railways.

Mini Museums, Mysore: A mini rail museum has been established
in Mysore. This museum houses interesting artifacts of Mysore State
Railway.

Mini Museums, Ghum: This museum at Ghum is the focus of
heritage of Darjeeling Himalayan Railways. Besides the artifacts, it has
the famous Baby Sivok locomotives of DHR.
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A Regional Rail Museum, Western Region has also been planned
and the project is being handled by Central Railway. In addition,
Heritage Rooms are being created at many Zonal Railway Headquarters
in a bid to preserve and document the rich Industrial Heritage and
historical value of structures, bridges and buildings, rolling Stock and
documents, drawings and photographs that typify this rich legacy


