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Checking of luggage at Station by the
Dog Squad of RPF jawans.

Security
Railway Protection Force (RPF), an armed Force of the

Union, constituted under the Railway Protection Force Act,
1957, has been entrusted with the duties of protection and
security of railway property, passenger areas  and passengers.
The Force is empowered under the Railways Act, 1989, to deal
with offences such as alarm chain pulling, roof travelling, touting,
ticketless travel, unauthorized entry into coaches earmarked for
ladies, unauthorized vending, trespass etc. RPF/RPSF personnel
are serving in extremist and naxal affected areas of the country
to ensure security of railway passengers and railway property.

On an average, 1,250 trains are being escorted by RPF
daily.  The force is actively supplementing the efforts of
Government Railway Police (GRP) which functions under the
respective State Governments in controlling crime over
Railways. A total of 14.32 lakh offenders were  prosecuted
during the year under various sections of the Railways Act. Since
the amendments of the Railways Act and the RPF Act (July,
2008 ), 309 cases of drugging, 709 cases of luggage lifting,
179 cases of carrying illegal arms, 206 cases of chain
snatching, 314 cases of pick pocketing, 1,249 cases of
trafficking of contraband goods, 76 cases of offences against
women and 911 cases of other criminal  offences were detected
by RPF and 6,234 offenders were arrested.  Also, 5,500 minor
girls and boys (destitutes) were rescued and restored to their
parents or Non-Governmental Organizations.

Comparative position of crime against Railway property
during 2007-08 vis-à-vis 2006-07, is as follows:

No. of cases No. of persons Value of property
registered arrested ( Rs. in lakh)

Stolen   Recovered
Railway materials

and fittings
2006-07 8,379 8,465 387.00 271.10
2007-08 9,165 8,340 375.59 254.68

Booked consignments
2006-07 2,079 1,087 123.24 48.02
2007-08 1,241 1,038 50.95 50.99

Security Upgradation:
Security surveillance system is being strengthened at all

railway  stations of the four metropolitan cities and at vulnerable
stations in the  rest of the country under ‘Integrated Security
System’ which include CCTV, Access Control, personal and
baggage scanning and bomb detection and disposal.

‘RPF Mitra Yojana’ has been started w.e.f. 16th August 2007
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Vigilance
Vigilance activities are largely concentrated in mass contact

areas, viz. booking, reservations, parcel/goods offices, trains,
etc. Checks are also conducted in areas where spending of
public money is involved, e.g., tenders/works contracts,
purchase of materials, etc. Passenger Reservation System and
Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS) have been specifically
targeted to prevent malpractices. Special watch is also kept on
recruitments and selections.

The results achieved by the Vigilance Organisation of the
Railways are as follows:

Activity April to December
2006-07 2007-08 2007 2008

No. of complaints
received against staff              6,017 6,035 3,072 4,628
No. of complaints
investigated 1,936 2,210 1,103 1,573
No. of preventive checks
conducted 31,415 29,184 14,353 22,180
No. of staff punished 8,602 8,809 4,078 8,281

Results of checks conducted in the areas of passenger
booking/reservation, parcels and goods, having direct interface

to strengthen cooperation and contact with the citizens with a
view to bring about improvement in the security environment
of IR. To constantly  upgrade the professional skills of RPF
personnel, intensive training is being imparted in areas like crime
control, gender sensitization, human rights, customer care and
disaster management.  RPF personnel have also been deployed
overseas  under the aegis  of UN peace keeping missions in
countries like Sudan, Kosovo and Cyprus. A massive recruitment
drive was launched in 2007-08 to fill up 5,700  posts of
constables and 993 posts of Sub-Inspectors in RPF.

Encounters with Criminals:
During 2007-08, one RPF personnel laid his life and 6

sustained injuries while protecting railway property/passengers.
Meritorious Service:

On the occasions of Republic Day and Independence Day
2008, 19 RPF/RPSF personnel were awarded Police Medals
for their distinguished and meritorious services by the President
of India.

Routine security check by the RPF
personnel at Howrah Station Cab Road.




