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Security

Railway Protection Force (RPF), an ‘Armed Force of the Union’, 
constituted under the Railway Protection Force Act, 1957 (as 
amended from time to time), has been entrusted with the duties 
of protection and security of railway property, passenger areas 
and passengers. The Force is empowered under the Railways 
Act, 1989, to deal with offences such as alarm chain pulling, 
roof travelling, touting, ticketless travel, unauthorized entry into 
coaches earmarked for ladies, unauthorized vending, trespass 
etc. and under the Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) Act 
to deal with offences related to unlawful possession of railway 
property. RPF/RPSF personnel are also serving in extremist and 
naxal affected areas of the country to ensure security of railway 
passengers and railway property.

Sanctioned staff strength of the RPF is 75,114. The 
administrative set-up of the RPF is on the same pattern as that 
of Indian Railways. RPF has also got Special Force viz. Railway 
Protection Special Force (RPSF) which is organized on battalion 
pattern. At present there are 12 battalions of (RPSF), located in 
the different parts of the country including vulnerable sections of 
Jammu & Kashmir, left wing/ naxal affected areas and North East 
region to ensure smooth transportation of goods and passengers 
and to secure Railway property during bandh, dharna, agitation 
etc. RPF personnel have also been deployed overseas under the 
aegis of United Nations Peace Keeping Missions in countries like 
Sudan and Cyprus etc.

On an average, 1,275 trains are being escorted by RPF daily. 
The force is actively supplementing the efforts of Government 
Railway Police (GRP) which functions under the respective State 
Governments in controlling crime over Railways. A total of 15.26 
lakh offenders were prosecuted during the year under various 
sections of the Railways Act. During the year, 191 cases of 
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drugging, 174 cases of luggage lifting, 40 cases of carrying illegal 
arms, 97 cases of chain snatching, 100 cases of pick pocketing, 
439 cases of trafficking of contraband goods, 18 cases of offences 
against women and 256 cases of other criminal offences were 
detected by RPF and 1,298 offenders were arrested and handed 
over to GRP for legal action. Also, 3,976 minor girls and boys 
(destitutes) were rescued and restored to their parents or Non-
Governmental Organizations.

Comparative performance of RPF on compliance of the 
provisions under various sections of the Railways Act 1989 and 
the Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) Act 1966 during the 
year 2010-11 vis-à-vis 2011-12, is as follows:

Cases registered under the Railways Act 1989

Year No. of persons 
prosecuted

(in lakh)

No. of persons 
convicted  
(in lakh)

Amount of fine 
realized  

(` in crore)

2010-11 16.26 15.88 35.76
2011-12 15.26 14.75 47.94

Cases registered under the RP(UP) Act 1966

Year No. of cases 
detected

Value of property 
recovered  
(` in crore)

No. of persons 
arrested

2010-11 5,564 3.64 6,491

2011-12 5,772 5.15 7,153

Security Upgradation:
Integrated security system consisting of Internet Protocol 

based CCTV Surveillance System, Access Control, Personal and 
Baggage Screening System and Bomb Detection and Disposal 
System is in place to strengthen surveillance mechanism at 202 
sensitive railway stations of IR.

Networking of RPF Posts and Security Control Rooms 
is being done for faster dissemination of data, feedback and 
complaints. Networking project has commenced over 187 
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locations covering Central Railway, Western Railway and all 
zonal control rooms. An All India Security help-line,which can 
accessed by the passengers round the clock, is being set-up. To 
constantly upgrade professional skills of RPF personnel, training 
programmes are being conducted at the prestigious training 
institutes of the country.

Encounters with Criminals:
During 2011-12, 1 RPF/RPSF personnel laid down their 

lives and 54 sustained injuries while protecting railway property/
passengers.

Meritorious Service:
During the year 2011-12, 35 RPF personnel have been 

awarded with Police Medals for their distinguished and meritorious 
services by the President of India. One RPF personnel was also 
awarded Police Medal for gallantry in recognition of his brave act 
in protecting the life and property of the passengers. In the year 
2011, three RPF personnel have been awarded with Railway 
Minister’s Medal for Best Investigation and one RPF personnel 
with Railway Minister’s Medal for Bravery.

Sniffer Dog checking with Handler in Train




