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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Indian Railways is conscious of the need to keep abreast with latest 
technological developments and best international practices to capture 
the growth opportunities in freight and passenger business and provide 
the desired level of service to its customers.  It is working in close 
cooperation with International Union of Railways (UIC), International 
Heavy Haul Association (IHHA), research institutes and similar bodies 
to gain latest technical know-how to constantly upgrade its infrastructure 
and operations to World Standards. Indian Railway hosted the 10th 
International Heavy Haul Association Conference in New Delhi during 
4-6 February 2013. In the Conference over 130 oral papers and 20 
poster papers were presented by experts from more than 20 different 
countries across the world. The Conference covered the disciplines of 
railway engineering, operations, planning, maintenance, economics 
& sustainability.  Over 300 international delegates participated in the 
Conference besides a large number of domestic participants.

 Indian Railways have also signed Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Railways of Austria, Belgium, Japan, France, Germany, China 
and	Spain	for	technology-specific	cooperation	in	Railway	sector.		This	
cooperation is achieved through exchange of information on development 
in areas of railway technology and operations, organizing suitable training 
programmes and exchange of personnel and through seminars on areas 
of mutual interests.  International delegations from various countries 
including France, Japan and China visited Indian Railways during the 
year for enhancing mutual cooperation, interaction, business etc.

 Ircon International Limited (IRCON), a Mini Ratna and Schedule 
‘A’ Public Sector Undertaking, was incorporated in 1976 under the 
Ministry of Railways with the prime objective of construction and 
development of Railway networks in India and abroad.
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International Projects:

 IRCON is currently executing projects in countries like Malaysia.  
Sri Lanka, Algeria, Bangladesh and Nepal.

Malaysia:

 It has recently completed a double tracking project of about 98 
Kms. between Seremban and Gemas on turnkey basis including all 
Electrification	and	Signaling	&	Telecommunication	works	at	a	value	
of more then One Billion US$.

Sri Lanka:

	 IRCON	 is	 executing	five	 projects	 in	 the	Northern	Province	 of	
country which includes reconstruction of Railway Lines from Omanthai 
to Pallai, Madhu Road to Talaimannar. Medawachchiya to Madhu Road 
and Pallai to Kankesanthurai in Northern Province of the country at a 
combined value of about US$ 550 million.

Algeria:

 In Algeria, the Company is executing a double line railway project 
between Oued Sly and Yellel (93 km) at a value of about USD 353 million.

Bangladesh:

 IRCON is executing projects of construction of 2nd Bhairab Railway 
Bridge with Approach Rail Lines (US$ 40.10 million).

International Rail Connectivity Projects:

 IRCON is currently executing two prestigious projects for 
construction of New Broad Gauge Railway Line between Jogbani 
(India) and Biratnagar (Nepal), and between Jayanagar (India) and 
Bardibas (Nepal).
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 Rail India Technical and Economic Services (RITES), a “Mini 
Ratna”	Schedule	“A”	and	an	ISO	9001-2008	certified	Company,	is	a	
multi-disciplinary	consultancy	organization	in	 the	fields	of	 transport	
infrastructure and related technologies. The Company provides 
diversified	and	comprehensive	array	of	consultancy	and	engineering	
services in transport infrastructure sector under a single roof.  The 
major business engagements are as consultants, engineers and project 
managers in railways, highways, airports, ports, ropeways, urban 
transport, inland waterways areas in India and abroad.

BUSINESS OPERATIONS:

OVERSEAS:

 RITES provides export services as ‘Total Package’ for supply of  y
locomotives and rolling stock, equipment for workshops/railways 
systems and modernization of workshops to foreign Railway 
organization.

 During the year, RITES had executed export orders for supplies  y
of 16 locomotives to Bangladesh: gang cars to Myanmar and wet 
leasing locomotive services continued for Mozambique.

 RITES has been trying to make more in roads into Africa. Recently  y
in Rwanda, a contract for consultancy services for the feasibility 
study and design for expansion of Kamembe and Gisenyi airports 
has been secured through its wholly owned subsidiary company.

 RITES  has secured a World Bank aided project on development of  y
50 year National Transport Master Plan for Ministry of Transport, 
Kenya comprising of roads, railways and ports.




