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Security

Prevention and detection of crime, registration of cases, their 
investigation and maintenance of law and order in railway 
stations as well as on running trains are the statutory responsibility 
of the State Governments. For this purpose, a separate wing of 
State police in the name of ‘Government Railway Police’ (GRP) 
functions from respective States. Railways pay 50% of the cost 
incurred by States on GRPs to the respective States. Thus, security 
over railway premises and trains is done by States through the 
GRPs. At the same time, security of railway tracks, bridges and 
tunnels is looked after by local Police. 

Besides sharing the cost on railway security on 50:50 
basis with respective States, Railway are also supplementing 
efforts of States in providing security to passengers through the 
Railway Protection Force which functions under the Ministry of 
Railways. 

The Railway Protection Force was constituted as a statutory 
force by an Act of Parliament in the year 1957 i.e. the RPF Act, 
1957, for the better protection and security of railway property. 
The said Act was amended in the year 1985 declaring the RPF an 
Armed Force of the Union. The RPF Act was further amended in 
the year 2003 (alongwith the Railways Act, 1989) with inclusion 
of the security of passengers and passenger area within the ambit 
of its duties. Thus, besides ensuring protection and security of 
railway property over length and breadth of the Indian Railways, 
the Force has also been actively supplementing efforts of States 
since the year 2003 in ensuring security of passengers and 
passenger area.

Comparative performance of RPF on compliance of the 
provisions under various sections of the Railways Act 1989 and 
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the Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) Act 1966 during the 
year 2011-12 vis-à-vis 2012-13, is as follows:

Cases registered under the Railways Act 1989

Year No. of persons 
prosecuted  

( in lakh)

No. of persons 
convicted (in lakh)

Amount of fine 
realized (` in crore)

2011-12 15.26 14.75 47.94

2012-13 16.56 15.62 42.12

Cases registered under the RP(UP) Act 1966

Year No. of cases 
detected 

Value of property 
recovered  

( ` in crore)

No. of persons 
arrested

2011-12 5,772 5.15 7,153

2012-13 5,811 4.06 6,967

Performance of RPF in detection of IPC offences during the 
year 2012-13 (upto June 2013) is as under-

Nature of offence No. of cases 
detected 

Arrest made

Drugging 168 197

Luggage lifting 306 360

Carrying of illegal arms 59 64

Chain snatching 105 133

Pick-pocketing 292 350

Trafficking of contraband goods 762 387

Cases of offences against women 75 94

Other criminal offences 448 587

Minor girls and boys rescued 5,703

Vision 2020 for railway security:

Vision 2020 of the Indian Railways envisages that the 
Railway Protection Force would be strengthened /empowered 
and technology and HR interventions would be used to enhance 
capability. Installation of Integrated Security System (ISS) for 
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round the clock surveillance over sensitive and vulnerable stations 
is already underway. Passenger security will get further impetus 
with setting up of All India Security Help Line. Under the Helpline 
Project, a unique toll free helpline number will be made available 
to passengers for round the clock security related assistance 
during their journey over Indian Railways. Passenger calls would 
be received in a centralized control room and disseminated to 
concerned field units for rendering necessary assistance to the 
needy passengers. For speedy transmission of data, feedback 
and complaints, networking of Security Control Rooms and RPF 
Posts is also under progress under the ‘RPF Security Management 
System’(RSMS) and pilot project is successfully running from 
187 locations. Ministry of Railways has also moved a proposal 
for amendment in the RPF Act, 1957, for empowerment of RPF 
to deal with passenger related offences. 

Strengthening of Manpower:

Sanctioned strength of the RPF is about 75,000 which 
is spread over length and breadth of the Indian Railways. 
Strengthening and augmentation of manpower in RPSF/RPF is 
underway. Recruitment has been conducted for filling up of 511 
posts of Sub-Inspectors and simultaneously process for filling up 
of 17,087 posts of constables is also nearing completion. For 
further strengthening of women security, 10% of these posts 
are being filled through women candidates. Sanction of posts 
for creation of Four women RPF Companies has already been 
conveyed to the concerned Zonal Railways. Further, eight more 
companies of women RPF personnel have been sanctioned by 
the Ministry of Finance. 

Training: 

At present, 13 Training Centers and one Central Training 
Institute (CTI) in Lucknow are catering to the training needs of 
RPF personnel. Topics on Human Rights, Gender Sensitization, 
Juvenile Justice Act and Women Protection, Public Relation 
(including safety of women) etc. are part of the curriculum of 
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initial as well as refresher courses for sensitization of the staff. 

RPF at overseas:

RPF personnel are also working overseas under the aegis 
of UN Peace Keeping Missions in countries like Kosovo, Sudan, 
Cyprus etc. They are also rendering invaluable services at Indian 
Missions abroad under the Ministry of External Affairs in China, 
Russia, Bangladesh, Kenya among other countries. 

Meritorious Service:

During the year 2012-13, 13 RPF/RPSF personnel laid their 
lives while serving the cause of protection and security of railway 
property and passengers. 66 RPF personnel have been awarded 
with Police Medals for distinguished and meritorious services 
by the President of India. Besides, three RPF personnel have got 
Railway Minister’s Medal for Bravery and two RPF Personnel have 
got Railway Ministers Medal for Best Investigation during the year 
2012 and 2013. Inter-departmental sports meets are regularly being 
held to inculcate sports culture in the Force. During the 56th All 
India Police Duty Meet-2012 held at Bhopal, RPF Dog secured 2nd 
position and won silver medal in ”detection of Explosive” category. 

Security personal patrolling the Railway Track.


