PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

HIXT 93T Government of India
& HAT@T Ministry of Railways
(X9 9IE) (Railway Board)

Office Order No. 5 of 2025

Sub: Handling of Parliament Questions

Time to Time instructions have been issued with regard to marking and
handling of Parliament Questions. However, it has been observed that often notices
marked by the Parliament Branch are not accepted by the concerned Additional

Members/PEDs/EDs/JSs on the plea that the question pertains to some other
Directorate.

2. The above leads to delay in timely submission of draft reply to CRB&CEQ
and to Hon’ble MR’s office.

3 Attention in this connection is invited to para 8.8(iii)(a&b) of Board’s
MOP, 6" edition, 2022. Relevant extract is enclosed at Annexure-I. As per extant
procedure, marking made by Parliament Branch is to be treated as final. However, in
rare cases, if dispute arises with regard to subject matter of Parliament Question for
handling the question, decision/ruling given by Secretary, Railway Board in this
regard is to be treated as final and binding.

4. In accordance with extant instructions, it may be reiterated that subsequent to
marking of Parliament Question by Parliament Branch, the same is to be accepted by
all concerned and not to be returned with remarks like “‘Does Not Pertain/Pertain to
other Directorate’ etc. The concerned Officer to whom the notice is sent, is not only
required to accept the question for processing but also to be fully responsible for its
timely processing unless the marking is changed on review/or on referring it to
Secretary/Railway Board. Till the marking is changed, the responsibility would lie
on the officer to whom the question has been marked originally.

4.1 It is reiterated that in case AM/PED/ED/JS/IG is of the view that a particular
question has been wrongly marked, the same be sent by them to the concerned
Directorate (AM/PED/ED/JS) giving sufficient reasons for such transfer, duly routing
it through Parliament Branch for information & record. Wherever necessary,
AMs /PEDs/EDs/JSs/IG should discuss the matter with their counterparts to sort out

the dispute. While refusing a question, specific and detailed reasons be recorded by
each Officer with supporting documents.

.



e

4.2 In case, dispute persists, the same be referred to Secretary/Railway Board with
proper reasoning/supporting documents (with regard to concerned branch to which it
pertains) with comments of Parliament Branch, for ruling to be given by
Secretary/Railway Board through O&M unit. The ruling given by Secretary, Railway
Board is to be treated as final and binding and shall not be challenged. Any

subsequent dispute be taken up, post reply of the question for issue of correction slip
in concerned branch duty list.

- 4 Strict compliance of above instructions may please be ensured.

A
No.2018/Parl/1/Questions (Aruna Nayaz)
Dated: 08/01/2025 Secretary/RailwayBoard

Tele No: 011-23385227
Email:secyrb@rb.raﬂnet.gov.in

All Officers and Branches at Railway Board, COFMOW Building and at
Dayabasti New Delhi.

PSO/SrPPS/PPS/PS CRB & CEO, MF, M/Infra, M/TRS & M/O&BD
DG/Safety, DG/HR, DG/RHS, DG/RPF

All Additional Members/PEDs

ANLEDs/JSs/IGs with independent charge & EDCC

Copy to:

EDPG/MR, EDPG/MoSR(R), JDPG/MoSR(S)

Rail Bhawan, Room No 227, Raisna Road, New Delhi-110001



8.8.

Annexure-|

Procedure for Dealing with Parliament Questions in the case of dispute:-

i)

i) a)

(b)

If a question is wrongly addressed to a Minister, the Ministry to which the advance
copy has been sent, should immediately contact the appropriate Ministry and obtain
its concurrence to the transfer of the question. If the Ministry addressed accepts the
transfer, the Parliament Secretariat should at once be informed of it. Such transfers

of questions should invariably be routed through the Parliament Branch in the
Railway Ministry.

If a question concerns more than one Ministry, it should be taken over by the
Ministry mostly concerned. When a question of this nature is received, the branch
concerned should furnish relevant information in regard to the portion relating to the -
Railway Ministry to the other Ministry, after ascertaining from the latter that they
will take over the question or obtain necessary information from the other Ministry
if the question is to be taken over by the Railway Ministry as the case may be.

It has been observed that at times delay occurs in initiating action on Parliament
Questions due to disputes among Directorates in regard to the marking of the
Questions. With a view to eliminating delays in this regard, marking of the
Parliament Questions by the Parliament section should be treated as final. In case,
however, an AM, PED or an Executive Director (with Independent Charge)
considers that the Question does not relate to his Directorate, he will discuss the

matter personally with JS(P) or if necessary with Secretary. The decision arrived at
after discussion will be final.

A question which concerns several Directorates of the Board’s Office will be
handled by the Directorate to which the first part relates. In case the first part is
inconsequential or refers to an abstract phrase or main issue is based on other part of
the question or concerns more than one Directorate, the Question will be handled by
the Directorate to which the main subject relates and the decision of the Secretary in
this regard will be final & binding. The Directorate handling the Question will be
responsible to collect the necessary information from the other Directorates
concerned and put up the complete reply.
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