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CHAPTER XV 

 
PERMANENT WAY AND WORKS  

 
A. Railway Servants Employed on the Permanent Way or Works. 

  
15.01. CONDITION OF PERMANENT WAY AND WORKS - Each Inspector of Way or 

Works shall be responsible for the condition of the permanent way and works under his 
charge. 

 
15.02. MAINTENANCE OF LINE - Each Inspector of Way or Works shall - 
 

(a) See that his length of line or works in his charge are efficiently maintained, and 
 
(b) promptly report to the  Engineer-in-charge  all  accidents to or defects  in  the  

way   or works, which  he  considers  likely  to interfere with the safe running of 
trains, at the same time taking such actions as may be necessary to prevent 
accidents. 

 
S.R.15.02.  A Section Engineer (P.Way), who receives  a  report that a locomotive has received a lurch, 

shall immediately inspect the  track and take all possible measures to remove the  defect. Until the repairs are 
completed, he shall take such precautions for protection as are necessary. 

 
15.03. KEEPING OF MATERIAL - Each Inspector of Way or Works shall see to the 

security of all rails, chairs, sleepers, and other material in his charge, and ensure that 
such of the said articles as are not actually in use are properly stacked clear of the line 
so as not to interfere with the safe running of trains. 

 
S.R. 15.03-(i) Permanent Way Materials and Tools - Loose permanent way material, tools, etc. must not 

be left by the side of the line where they might be made use of by ill-disposed persons to form dangerous 
obstructions. Such material must be collected at gate lodges or gang huts and subsequently taken into stations at 
the earliest opportunity.  This does not apply in the case of remodelling of yards doubling and relaying where 
special watchmen are engaged. 
  
15.04. INSPECTION OF PERMANENT WAY AND WORKS - 
 

(1) Every portion of the permanent way shall be inspected daily on foot by some 
railway servant appointed in this behalf by special instructions: 

 
   Provided that the interval between such inspections may, under 

approved special instructions, be increased to once in two days in the case of lines 
with light and infrequent traffic. 
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(2) All bridges and works including signals, signal  wires, interlocking  gear, points 

and crossings, overhead  equipment  and any  other equipment affecting the safety 
and working of  trains shall   be  inspected  regularly  in  accordance   with   
special instructions. 

S.R. 15.04 (1) The Keyman of each gangs must walk over his length at least once daily in each direction 
proceeding along one rail and returning along the opposite rail inspecting the permanent way and bridges. He 
must tighten or replace any loose keys or fastenings and generally examine the state of the track. If he finds that 
the line is unsafe for the normal passage of trains he must immediately protect the line and exhibit danger signals 
in accordance with the rules, and must either stop trains or allow them to proceed cautiously as circumstances 
may require. He must report the matter without delay to the Mate and nearest Station Master who, in addition to 
taking such other action as necessary must immediately communicate the same to the  Section Engineer (P .Way ) 
by telegraph, if these officials are not readily available at the station. 

 
(2) Section Engineer (P .Way )must trolley over their lengths at least once a week. When 

unavoidably prevented in doing so, a report must be sent at once to the Engineer in charge.  
 
(3) During inspections by trolly the provisions of the Indian Railway Way and Works manual para 

206 must be complied with along with the instructions issued by the chief Engineer from time to time. The 
Permanent Way Inspector should inspect the entire section by push trolly at least once a week or more than as 
necessary and shall:- 
 

(i) Take note of Kilometres requiring immediate or early attention and instruct the Mates 
concerned. 

 
(ii) Check each gangs works as per para 627 (a) of Indian Railway Way and Works Manual 

and ensure prompt action on items requiring attention. 
 
(iii) Ensure systematic work to the ‘round the year’ schedule for track maintenance. 
 
(iv) Instruct men in methods of works. 
 
(v) Mark and initial musters of Gateman, Watchmen, Patrolmen, Artisans and staff. 
 
(vi) Check the correctness of Gauges and spirit levels with Gangs once a month. 
 
(vii) Replace an unserviceable tools and plants and defective or perished equipments for 

protection of the line. 
 
(viii) Ensure that Mate/Keyman, Gangmen, Artisans and Helpers, Patrolmen and Watchmen 

have a correct knowledge of the rules in which they should be examined periodically and 
on appointment, promotion or transfer. 

 
(ix) Check once a month the imprest of tools and materials with Gangs Gatemen and other 

staff and ensure that they are as per the sanctioned scales and in good condition 
 

(1) Patrolling of line during the monsoon months - 
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(a) During Monsoon season ,when mobile patrolling between stations to station from 16hrs to 08 hrs 
or during both day and night as the case may be, is to be done, Sr divisional Engineer or 
Divisional Engineer concerned will notify the same and Station Masters concerned wii be 
informed. 

 
(b) Patrol  charts,  prepared by Divisional  Engineers  for  the different  sections,  will  be  distributed  

to  the  Assistant Engineers, Permanent Way Inspectors and Controller and a copy of the  relevant  
portion of the chart will be  supplied  to  each Station Master with instructions to  - 

 
(i) Record timings of arrival and departure of Patrolmen in the patrol books and initial them, 

and 
 
(ii) Record timings of arrival and departure of patrolman and their names in the station diary. 
 

(2) Copies of the patrol charts shall be sent to the loco shed Foreman by the Divisional Engineer. 
 
 (3) (a) The Patrolman, whose beat commences at Station A, will present the patrol book in his 

possession to the Station Master A, who will enter there-in the date and time of arrival and departure of  
the patrolman and sign the book and return it to him.  He will  then walk over his beat and handover the 
patrol book to the  patrolman of  the  next  beat, and so on, until the  book  from  station  A continues  its  
journey to Station ‘B’.  In a similar manner, a patrol book from Station B will be transmitted to station 
‘A’. The Station Master at A is to enter the date and time of arrival of patrolman in the book from Station 
B, sign it and hand  it  back to  the patrolman for re-transmission to Station B.  The  Station Master at 
Station B will enter the date and time of arrival  of the  Patrolman in the book from station A, sign it and 
hand  it back to the patrolman for re-transmission to station A.  In  this manner, each patrol book makes 
one journey in each direction  per night. 

 
(b) If a Patrolman, on arrival at the end of the beat, does not find  the next Patrolman waiting to 
take over his  book,  he  must not  wait, but must walk on until he meets him and  should  report the  
absence  of any man from his beat, to the  Gang mate  in  the morning. 
 
(c) Where stations are close together, the patrol books may be passed through one or more 
intermediate stations before it is returned to the original station.  The Station Master of each 
intermediate station will enter the date and actual time of arrival and departure of the Patrolman and 
sign the book. 
 
(d) In order that the movement of the Patrolman can be checked accurately, it is essential that the 
Station Master on duty should record in the patrol book, the actual timings of the arrival at and the 
departure from the station. He should also record in his station diary the name of the Patrolman and the 
actual time of his arrival and departure from the station. 
 

(4) (a) Station Masters will see that the Patrolmen come on  duty sober. 
 
(b) if  a  Patrolman  does not turn up  within  15  minutes of his scheduled  arrival,  the  Station 
Master on duty  will  take  the following action  - 
 

(i) He must stop run-through trains proceeding into  the  block section. 
 
(ii) He must advise the Station Master at the other end  of  the section to take similar action 

and also advise the Controller.  
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(iii) He must issue a Caution Order Form T/409 to  all  trains proceeding  into the block 
section advising the Driver to  be  on the  alert and specify a speed restriction of 40  
kilometres  per hour  during  the day when the visibility  is also  clear, and  15 kilometres  
per  hour  during the night or during  the  day  when visibility is not clear. 

 
(iv) He shall also initiate action to ascertain the reason for the Patrolman not turning up by 

either sending a Gangman or  a Points man, if available, in the concerned section.  
 

                       The Caution Orders referred to under item (iii) above will be issued until the 
Patrolman has arrived and reported that the line is safe for passage of trains. 

 
(5) Immediately  danger  is  apprehended  or  when  damage   is observed, the  Patrolman  should protect 

the line,  as  indicated below  - 
 

(a) In  case where one Patrolman is employed on a  single  line section, 
 

(i) Place a red light in a prominent position to warn a  train which may  be approaching from 
one direction; then  run  in  the opposite  direction  and fix one detonator at 600 metres in  
case of  Broad  Gauge  and 400 metres in case of Meter/Narrow  Gauge  and  3 detonators, 
10 metres apart at 1200 metres in case of Broad Gauge and  at  800  metres in case of 
Meter/Narrow Gauge  from  the  affected point.  If, while on his way to fix detonators, the 
Patrolman finds a train approaching the affected point, he should immediately place 
detonators on the line and stop the train by showing a danger signal. 

 
(ii)  Return to the affected point and protect the other side with detonators similarly. 
 
(iii) in the event of it being impossible to get to the  other side or the affected point (as in a wash 

away), place a red  light so  that it can be seen from as great a distance as  possible, and 
also  display  the flare signal, if supplied, for  the  approaching train from that direction. 

 
(b) In cases where one Patrolman is employed on a double-line section - 

 
(i) Place the red light in a prominent position, so as to warn an approaching  train  on one 

track, then run along the  other  track towards a possible approaching train and place 
detonators, as  in sub  Para  (a) (i) above; displaying the ignited  flare  signal, if provided. 

 
(ii) Run back and protect with detonators the other line on which the red light was shown; 

displaying ignited flare signal, if provided. 
 

(c) In cases where two Patrolmen are employed - 
 
(i)  the second light should be lit and danger signals  shown  at once in both directions; 
 
(ii) the  two  Patrolmen  should  then  proceed in opposite directions,  showing hand danger 

signals and  displaying  ignited flare signals,  if provided, and when at 600 metres in case  
of  Broad Gauge and 400 metres in case of Meter/ Narrow Gauge  from  the point of 
danger each should clip one detonator on the rail;  they should then proceed to a distance 
of 1200 metres in case of Broad Gauge and 800 metres in case of Meter/ Narrow Gauge 
from the  point  of danger and fix 3 more detonators on the rail, 10 metres apart.  
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                      On  the double line, the detonators must be placed  on  each line  so that the 
approaching trains on both the  directions  are protected. 

 
(iii) should the nature of the obstruction be such as to  render it  impossible  for either of the 

Patrolmen to  get  across  the gap, as  for  instance, wash away with a strong  flood, one  of  
them should  show  a  danger  signal  and  displaying  ignited   flare signal, if  provided, 
and endeavour to stop trains approaching  the gap  from the other side, while the other 
man should act  as  per para (6) below. 

 
(6) After protecting the line, as described above in para (5), in places  where  two Patrolmen are 

employed, one  of  the  Patrolmen shall act as follows  - 
 

(a) Proceed with all haste away from the affected point  in  the direction  of the nearest station or if 
cut off by an  impassable obstruction, to  the station in the opposite direction and  report the 
occurrence to the Station Master who will - 

 
(i) stop trains entering the block section, 
 

(ii) advise  the Station Master at the other end of  the  block section, and 
 

(iii) advise the Controller and all concerned. 
 

(b) If  on  his way to the  station, he  passes  gang  quarters, report  the occurrence to the Gangmate, 
who should  proceed  with his  gang  to the kilometreage and ensure proper  protection  and 
attend to repairs as necessary. 

 
                    Where a single Patrolman is employed, the Patrolman shall remain at the place where he 

has fixed three detonators and send word about the danger through the first Railway employee or 
other person he is able to contact at the spot itself. 

15.05. PATROLLING OF LINES - 
 

(1) In  addition  to  the  inspection  referred  to  in   Rule 15.04, whenever  any  
portion  of  a  railway  is  likely  to   be endangered  by abnormal conditions such 
as heavy  rains, breaches, floods,  storms  and  civil  disturbances,  the  line  shall   
be patrolled in accordance with special instructions. 

 
(2) When a railway servant deputed to patrol the  line, notices any condition likely to 

affect the safety of trains or  otherwise apprehends danger, he shall take action in 
accordance with special instructions   prescribed  for  the  purpose  to  protect   the 
obstruction  on  line and thereafter inform the  nearest  Station Master by the most 
expeditious means. 

 
 See also Rule 3.62. 

 
15.06. WORK INVOLVING DANGER TO TRAINS OR TRAFFIC - A gang  shall not  

commence or carry on any work which will involve danger to trains or to traffic 
without the previous permission of the Inspector of Way or Works, or of some 
competent railway servant appointed in this behalf by special instructions; and the  
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railway servant who gives such permission shall himself be present to superintend such 
work, and shall see that the provisions of  Rules 15.08 and 15.09 are observed : 

 
  Provided that, in case of emergency, when the requirements of safety warrant 

the commencement of any such work before the said railway servant can arrive, the 
Gangmate may commence the work  at once  and shall himself ensure that provisions 
of Rule  15.09  are observed. 

 
S.R. 15.06 (1) When it is necessary to block any portion of the open line for engineering purpose which 

can be foreseen, the Divisional Engineer or Engineer in charge should arrange before hand with the Divisional 
Operating Manager so that the traffic may not be interfered with. At least four days notice in writing should be 
given. The Divisional Operating Manager will advise the Divisional Mechanical Engineer, Loco Foreman/Crew 
controller and Station Master concerned. 

 
(2) When it is necessary to block the open line for engineering purposes that could not have been 

foreseen in time to give the notice referred in S.R. 15.06 (1) the Divisional Operating Manager, Divisional 
Mechanical Engineer, Loco Foreman/Crew controller and Station Masters on either side of the block should be 
advised by telegraph, by the Divisional Engineer or Assistant Engineer or Engineer in charge at least 24 hours 
previously. This case should rarely occur and Traffic should not be interfered with. If possible the probable 
duration of the block should be given in the telegram. 

 
(3) When in a sudden emergency the line becomes unsafe for traffic, or an engineering work 

becomes necessary to ensure the safety of the line or to maintain communication, the Divisional Engineer or 
Assistant Engineer or Permanent Way Inspector may block the line. In this case the Divisional Operating 
Manager, Divisional Mechanical Engineer, Loco Foreman/ Crew Controller and Station Master concerned shall 
be advised by telegram and on controlled section also by control phone. The reason for the block must be given in 
the telegram. 

 
(4) In all cases of the line having been blocked for engineering purpose, advise must be sent by wire 

by the Engineering Department Officials of the removal of the block to all the officers and Station Master who 
were in the first instance advised. The line must be considered as blocked until such advice in received by the 
Station Master. 

(5) No work on the permanent way, or signals and interlocking, which while in progress will 
interfere with normal working and thereby introduce and element of danger in the passage of trains must be 
undertaken except with the knowledge and consent of the Permanent Way Inspector or of the Signal Inspector of 
the section. While such work is being executed, either the Permanent Way Inspector or the Assistant permanent 
Way Inspector must be present if the work concerns the permanent way and either the Signal Inspector or the 
Assistant Signal Inspector or Mechanical Signal maintainer/Electrical Signal Maintainer must be present if work 
on signalling or interlocking gear is concerned. Such work should be carried out with the least interference with 
train movements. 

 
(6) In the case of long continued repairs not previously foreseen, the Divisional Engineer 

concerned will notify the Chief Engineer who will arrange to include the work in the speed Restriction Notices 
issued in the Monthly Gazette. 

 
(7) (i) If a running line, or a line on which trains or vehicles stand, within station limits, is under 

repairs, banner flags by day and red lights by night must be exhibited at both ends of the line if it is a through line 
and near the facing points, if it is a dead end. 
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(ii) If the line on which repairs are to be carried out involves danger to trains and if the same is 
interlocked and signalled, the signal for that line must be disconnected until the repairs are carried out. The 
Permanent Way Inspector must give a Written notice to the Station Master concerned, advising him of the time 
when and place where the repairs will commence and when they are completed. He should also advice the Signal 
and interlocking Inspector. 

 
(8) (i) No work necessitating interference with track, points, lock bar, detector, Signals and 

interlocking gear etc., which is likely to involve the safety of trains or traffic shall be commenced, except with the 
knowledge and consent of the Signal Inspector/Block Inspector/permanent Way Inspector, as the case may be. 
While such work is in progress, the Inspector authorising the execution of the work must be present to superintend 
the work and ensure compliance with the provisions of General Rules 15.06, 15.08 and 15.09 personally. 

 
(ii) A Signal Maintainer whether Block, Electrical or Mechanical who has been granted a 

certificate of competency by Artisan school or as a temporary measure by the Signal Inspector declaring that he 
understands all the relevant rules and instructions pertaining to his duties and is competent to undertake the work 
which may necessitate interference with points, Lock bars, detectors, Signals etc. independently may also 
undertake such work except for interference with the locking arrangement in an interlocked lever frame. This 
certificate of competency shall be valid for a period of five years when issued by Artisan School and for a period 
not exceeding three years if issued by Signal Inspector. 

 
(iii) The Signal Inspector or the person incharge of the work shall, before taking in hand any 

disconnection of points, Signals, lock bars or detectors, etc. will advise the Station Master in writing on 
prescribed form and obtain a receipt in the space provided in the above form. After the work has been completed 
and the disconnected gear reconnected, he will again give written notice on the prescribed form to the Station 
Master and obtain his written acknowledgement in the space provided in the form mentioned above. 

 
(iv) In the interval between disconnection and reconnections, if it is necessary to pass a train or 

perform any shunting movement, the Station Master on duty must advise the Signal Inspector or the person 
incharge of the work by a memo in the prescribed form (given below) stating in which position the points are to be 
set. The Station Master or other authorised staff on his behalf, shall, with the permission of the Signal Inspector, 
or the person incharge of the work, arrange to set and clamp the points in the desired position, making it safe for 
the passage of the trains. It shall be the duty of the Station Master or any authorised person on his behalf to see 
that the points are set and clamped for the correct route and then put his padlock on the clamp so as to prevent 
any interference there with subsequently until the completion of the train or shunting movement as the case may 
be. The padlock or clamp should be removed by the Station Master or the authorised person after completion of 
the train or shunting movement, and then the Signal Inspector or the person incharge of the work can resume 
work on the gear. 

 
 

 
To,              
          Serial No_______________ 
 
 The S.I./Maintainer Incharge at, 
 
 Points No___________________________Station_______________________________ 
 
 Points No__________is required to be set in Normal position for passage of Train No______Through. 
 
 Line No______________________________which may please be permitted. 
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Time_____________hrs 
 
Date______________          
            Station Master 
 
 
Station Master 
 
____________Station          
          Serial No______________________ 
 
Work on points No____________________________________has been stopped and the setting of the points is  
 
permitted for the passage of________________________train through line No_____________ 
 
Time_______________hrs  
 
______________________________________ 
 
Date             
          ( S.I./Maintainer incharge at points No__) 
 

(v) Where the work is to be done on railway track in the electrified sections the supervisors in 
charge shall ensure compliance with the provision of G.R. 17.04, 17.05 & 17.06 and their Subsidiary Rules. 

 
(vi) In case of Rail fracture (except when the fracture is on girder bridges without ballasted deck 

and tunnels) trains may be passed by a Gangmate/Key man/patrolman (Working in Keyman’s grade) after doing 
emergency repair at a restricted speed (10 kmph or 15 kmph as permitted under Rules) as indicated by the above 
staff until the permanent way Inspector replace the rail and restores full speed. Necessary caution order should 
be issued. The Gangmate/Keyman/Patrolman shall ensure that provisions of GR 15.09 regarding showing of 
Signals are observed. 

 
(9) Whenever any work in regard to the overhauling or alteration to locking frames not involving 

disconnection of points, detectors and points locks from the lever operating them is to be undertaken, the 
following procedure shall be adopted:- 

 
(i) If the nature of work is such as will last for more than three day, ‘Temporary Working 

Instructions’ shall be prepared jointly by the DOM/DSO and the DSTE concerned and issued to the staff. 
 
(ii) When the work is expected to be completed within three days no such working instructions need 

be issued. 
 
(iii) A lever pull chart showing the levers to be kept pulled for each train movement shall also be 

prepared by the DSTE for the guidance of Traffic staff working in the cabin. 
(iv) Before the work is commenced an official of the Signal Tele-Communication Department not 

below the rank of signal inspector will advise the Station Master on duty in writing about the work to be done 
indicating the date and time of the commencement of the work, its probable duration and instruction for the 
Station Master to impose speed restrictions for drivers of all incoming and outgoing trains. 
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(v) On receipt of the advice from the Signal and interlocking Inspector the Station Master on duty 
will impose a speed restriction of 15 kms per hour while the work is in progress and shall cause Caution Orders 
to be issued to drivers of all trains. 

 
(vi) The Transportation staff shall be responsible for pulling the appropriate levers as per pull chart 

provided for the correct setting and locking of the points before permitting any movement over the same. The 
Signal and interlocking staff incharge of the work shall be responsible to ensure that the working of points and 
points locks by appropriate lever is not interfered within any manner and that all points over which the movement 
is to take place are left undisturbed. 

 
NOTE:- In all cases involving any disconnection of points, detectors lock bars etc. while undertaking the work of 

overhauling, instructions contained in S.R. 15.06 (8) shall aply. 
 
(10) When at a station the signal and interlocking arrangements are rendered inoperative as a 

consequence of remodelling of the yard, overhauling of the gears or alterations to locking frames involving 
disconnection of points, detectors and points locks from the levers operating them and this condition is expected 
to continue for more than 24 hours, the following procedure shall be adopted:- 
 

(i) The approach signals shall be disconnected from the points and then shall be worked as 
at non-interlocked stations. 

 
(ii) In the case of large stations or yards a suitable number of Zones (Viz. Zone A, Zone B, 

Zone C etc.) consisting of a set or group of points should be set up in charge of separate 
ASMs and Pointsmen, Telephone communications should be provided between the 
Station Master on duty and the cabin  ASMs posted in these Zones. 

 
(iii) Caution orders to Drivers of all trains approaching such station shall be issued detailing 

the precautions to be observed. 
 
(iv) Temporary Working instructions for each phase of the work shall be issued by Divisional 

Safety Officer/Divisional Operating Manager concerned. 
 
(v) The correct setting and locking of the points in each Zone shall be ensured by the ASM in 

charge of the Zone and he shall confirm the same to the Station Master on duty at the 
station or the Cabin on phone by exchange of private number. Necessary entries shall be 
made in the register at both the places. Clear cut responsibility of each ASM for safe 
working of the Zones shall be laid down in the Temporary Working Instructions. 

 
(vi) For the purpose of reception or despatch of trains and allotment of line, exchange of 

private numbers between the Station Master on duty and the Cabins and the ASM at the 
Zones, issue of instructions and confirmation of their compliance shall be done on 
telephone with exchange of private numbers. Exchange of Line labels or Pointsman/Line 
Jamadars Badges or use of line receptions and intimation books can be dispensed with. 

  
(11) When the track has to be lifted or lowered in the ordinary course of maintenace the Gangmate 

is authorised to do this after displaying the necessary caution signals. Heavier lifting or lowering of the track 
must be supervised by the permanent Way Inspector or Assistant permanent Way Inspector. 

 
(12) (i) Whenever any position of the running line on Automatic Block system single line section is to be 

blocked with the permission of Station Master or under unavoidable necessity without any prior notice, the SM 
concerned after receiving the message from the PWI or SI, in emergency by a ganger, must also relay the message 
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to the Section Controller on duty. Section Controller, if the aggress to the block being given, should give 
permission to the SM on duty, confirming the same by giving a private number. Thereafter, SM concerned must 
insert the lever stop plug on the station panel as per procedure in the Station Working Rule of the station 
concerned.   

 
The Engineering official then will be permitted to block the line concerned. 
 
(ii) An entry in red ink should also be made in the Train Signal Register and other concerned 

Register at station and Control office. The section Controller should make a suitable entry in the Control chart. 
The section Controller/Station Master on duty, if the block continues beyond their duty hours should make a diary 
entry before making over charge. In case page of Train Signal Register or control chart are required to be 
changed, suitable entry on the top of he same should be made and signature of the reliever obtained below this at 
station and in the Controller officer. 
 
15.07. WORK  IN THICK, FOGGY OR TEMPESTUOUS  WEATHER  IMPAIRING 

VISIBILITY -  In  thick, foggy or  tempestuous  weather  impairing visibility, no rail 
shall be displaced and no other work which  is likely  to  cause obstruction to the 
passage of trains  shall  be performed, except in cases of emergency. 

  
15.08. PRECAUTIONS BEFORE COMMENCING OPERATIONS WHICH  WOULD 

OBSTRUCT THE LINE – 
  

(1) No person employed on the way or works shall change or turn a rail, disconnect 
points or signals, or commence any other operation which would obstruct the line 
until  Stop signals  have  been  exhibited and  where  prescribed  detonators used; 
and if  within  station limits, he has  also  obtained  the written permission  of  the 
Station  Master  and  all  necessary signals have been placed at ‘On’ : 

 
          Provided  that  the  exhibition  of  Stop  signals  may  be dispensed  with, if 
such operations are performed or carried out after  the  necessary  signals,  other  
than Automatic Stop Signals, have, in addition to being placed in the ‘On’  
position, been  disconnected,  so that such signals cannot be  taken  ‘Off’ again  
until it is safe to do so and the corresponding  adequate distance beyond such 
signals is kept clear : 
 
          Provided further that when the area of work is controlled  by Automatic  
signals,  the railway servant in charge  of  the  work shall  post a competent 
railway servant  at an adequate  distance in rear  of  the site of the work to stop 
and  warn  any  train approaching the affected area. 
 

(2)    No work involving removal of any rail from the track shall be under taken without 
traffic block, except as provided in sub - rule (3). 
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(3) In emergent cases, the engineering official not below the rank of Permanent Way 
Inspector grade – III  under taking such operations shall first bring the train to 
stop and advice the driver of the train about the need to stop the train through a 
written memorandum. The engineering official shall simultaneously arrange to 
send a message to the Station Master for the need to block the track and obtain a 
written confirmation of the same. In such emergent cases, work shall be 
commenced only after advising the driver and bringing the train to a stop.  

S.R. 15.08 (1) In all cases of relaying or renewal of track on a bridge, on the approach to a bridge or on 
a high embankment where risk involved in case of an accident is of a very high order or where opening of the 
track for long periods is involved, the line on either side must be blocked in accordance with the system of 
working in force. 

 
It would be preferable to block the line even for renewal of rails etc. involving breaking of road for short 

durations, but should blocking of line not be possible for any reasons, such renewals may be carried out under the 
supervision of an official not lower in rank than an A.P. W.I./J.E. (p way) who should be equipped with field 
telephone to keep in touch with control and to ascertain position of trains on the section. 

 
 (2) Permanent Way Inspectors and Assistant Permanent Way Inspectors must consult, with care, 

the working Time Tables and Special Train Notices in regard to the running service, so that they may be 
thoroughly conversant with the running of trains. 

 
 (3) If the nature of the work to be done is such as will entail the imposition of a speed restriction for 

more then three days or a temporary cessation of traffic, and in all cases where additions and alterations to 
permanent signalling arrangements are to be made, the Divisional Engineer or Divisional Signal and 
Telecommunication Engineer will notify the Divisional Operating Manager/Divisional Safety Officer, who will 
cause a ‘Traffic Working Order’ to be issued to the staff concerned. 

 
 (4) When a block section has to be obstructed for a certain period for engineering purpose under a 

‘Traffic Working Order’ the Station Master on duty on either side of the block section must on recipt of the wire 
from the Divisional Operating Manager or from the Permanent Way Inspector or the Signal Inspector of the 
section or from the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector or the Assitant Signal Inspector, bring the Traffic Working 
Order into force. If the Inspector cannot be present, make an entry in red ink in the Station Diary and in the 
remarks column of the appropriate section of the Train Signal Register as follows:- 

 
Vide working Order No_________________dated____________no trains except those required by the 

Engineering Department must be allowed to enter the block section between____________hours 
and____________hours on______________date/dates. As soon as the wire is received a remak must be made by 
the Station Master on duty in the remarks column of that page of the register which was in use on the date the 
block was imposed. 

 
 (5)  Before the work is commenced the Permanent Way Inspector or the Signal Inspector of the 

section, or in their absence the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector or Assistant Permanent Way Inspector or 
Assistant Signal Inspector must give written or telegraphic notice to the Station Master concerned stating the 
nature of the work to be done, the special precautions to be taken by Drivers, the kilometerage between which 
such special precautions are necessary and the speed at which also have received an acknowledgement in writing 
or by wire from the Station Master concerned before permitting the work to commence. 
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 (6) In cases of emergency the Permanent Way Inspector, Assistant Permanent Way Inspector, 
Signal Inspector or Assistant Signal Inspector concerned must similarly give written notice as prescribed in S.R. 
15.08(5) to the nearest Station Master. The Station Master will at once communicate full particulars and 
precautions etc. necessary to the Station Master at the other end of the block section and will obtain his 
acknowledgement before giving line clear for a train to enter the block section. 

 
 (7) In case of rail/weld failures or other unusual occurrences such as accident where through 

communication of traffic is blocked, the J.E.(P.Way) after carrying out the necessary repairs shall issue track fit 
certificate and send it to the nearest Station Master for his acknowledgement. In the mean time he shall also 
handover a copy of the track fit certificate to traffic official if any present at site of work and pass the verbatim of 
track fit certificate to Section Controller who will record the same on control chart. The J.E. (P.Way) shall give 
his Private Number and obtain the Section Controllers Private number as an acknowledgement. For this purpose 
J.E. (P.Way) and Section Train Controller shall have in their position a Private Number book signed by AEN and 
AOM (M) respectively J.E. (P.Way) after issuing fit certificate shall not leave the site till the first train is passed 
safely in the presence. 

(8) (a)When the Permanent Way Inspector is about to undertake operations which involved danger to a 
train he shall issue advise to Station Masters concerned in one of the following three forms- 

 
ECR 4 Yellow -- Advice of work to be undertaken within station limits involving total block 

                                                         of a line. 
 
ECR 4A Red     --  Advice of work to be undertaken outside station limits involving total block 

                                                          of a line. 
 
ECR 5 White -- Advice of work to be undertaken within or outside station limits involving  

                                                          restriction of speed. 
 
(b) When work involving total block of a line to be taken in hand within stations limits- 
 

 (i)  When work has to be taken in hand within station limits which involves danger to trains 
or vehicles requiring total block of a line, the Permanent Way Inspector or the Asstt. 
Permanent Way inspector shall give a notice in Form ECR 4 to the Station Master and 
obtain acknowledgement for the same. The Station Master shall not acknowledge receipt 
of Form ECR 4 until he has obtained permission from Control (on controlled sections) 
and has blocked the affected line as per SR 5.19 (5) (ii)b  and c. The Permanent Way 
Inspector shall not commence any work before obtaining permission to do so from the 
Station master whose signature on the acknowledgement foil will be constructed as the 
said permission. 

 
  (ii) If is is possible to protect the line on which the work has to be carried on by setting and 

locking the points against the same, this shall be done. If it is not possible to set and lock 
the points against the line under repairs it shall be protected by hand signals as well as 
by securing at ‘ON’ the necessary manually controlled stop signals. Where applicable, 
the Permanent Way Inspector may obtain and obtain possession of the key of the locked 
points till the work is completed and block is removed. 

 
  (iii) On completion of the work, the Permanent Way Inspector shall cancel the notice by 

issuing the requisite foil of Form ECR 4 to the Station master. 
 

(c) When work involving total Block of a line to be taken in hand outside station limits- (i) 
Double or Multiple line-When work involving total block of a line has to be undertaken outside 
station limits on the Double/Multiple line the SE(P.way) shall give notice in Form ECR 4A to 
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the Station master of the block station nearest to the site of work in the direction, from which 
trains will approach, acknowledge receipt of Form ECR 4A until he has obtained permission 
from Control (on controlled sections) and taken action as prescribed in SR 15.08 (c) (iii) below. 
In case the work necessitates introduction of single line working on a double line section further 
action shall be taken as per RuleS.R. 6.02. 

 
  In cases where the station nearest to the site of work in the direction, from which trains 

will approach, happens to be a Block Hut in charge of a Cabinman, Master of the block station 
at the opposite end and it shall be the responsibility of the reciving Station Master to take the 
action prescribed in SR 15.08 (c) (iii) below. 

 
NOTE- If, however, in the opposite direction also there happens to be a Block Hutting charge of a 

Cabinman, the procedure described in SR 15.08 (c) (i) above should be followed, that is, the 
Form ER 4A shall be handed over by SE(P.way)  to the Station Master of the block station 
nearest to the site of the work in the directions from which trains will approach and obtain the 
acknowledgement for the same. 

 
(ii) Single Line- On the Single Line, the SE(P.way)  shall similarly issue Form ECR 4A in each 

case to the Station Master of the block station on one side and obtain the prescribed 
acknowledgement for the same. The Station Master receiving the advice shall communicate it 
immediately to the Station Master at the other end of the block section under exchange of 
Private umbers followed by telegram also. 

The Station Master shall not acknowledge receipt of Form ECR 4A until he has 
obtained permission from control ( on controlled sections) and advised the Station Master at the 
other end of the block section under exchange of Private Numbers. 

 
(iii) Double Line sections where Block Instruments are in use-At station where block instruments 

are in use, the Station master concerned will, on receipt of the permanent Way Inspectors 
advice on Form ECR 4A either Block back or Block Forward as the case may be, and turn the 
needle in the Block Instrument to Train on Line according to the instructions contained in the 
Block Working Manual. 

 
Where Block Instruments are located in the cabins, the Station Master, on receipt of 

advice from the permanent Way Inspector, shall advice the cabins concerned of the taking 
necessary action as prescribed above, shall give a Private Number to the Station Master in 
confirmation of the same. 

 
(iv) Sections where Paper Line Clear and Single Line Block Instruments are in force- The Station 

Master should attach the advice in Form ECR 4A and any other advice in connection with the 
block to the Line Clear Enquiry Book and Block back according to the rules in force. This block 
must not be removed until the requisite foil of the Form ECR 4A indicating the removal of the 
block imposed by the SE(P.way) , is received by the Station master. 

 
(v) Slide Collar or Safety Collar shall be fixed on the slot slide or the signal lever of the last stop 

signal controlling entry into the affected block section. 
 
(vi) On completion of the work, the Permanent Way Inspector shall cancel the notice by issuing the 

requisite foil of Form ECR 4A to the Station Master. 
 
(d) When work involving restriction of speed to be taken in hand within or outside station limits- 
 

 (i) Double or Multiple Line When work involving restriction of speed is to be taken in hand 
within or outside station limits on the Double/Multiple line, the SE(P.way)  shall hand 
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over a notice in Form ECR 5 to the Station Master of the block station (other than a 
Block Hut) controlling entry into the affected line block section and obtain 
acknowledgement for the same. 

 
(ii) Single Line- On the Single Line the SE(P.way) shall similarly issue Form ECR 5 in each 

case to the Station Master of any of the two block stations controlling entry into the 
affected line block section. The Station master receiving the advice shall communicate it 
immediately to the Station master at the other end of the block section under exchange of 
Private Numbers followed by a telegram. 

 
       The Station Master shall not acknowledge receipt of Form ECR 5 until he has 

advised Control (on controlled sections) (and the Station master at the other end of the 
block section, except in case of emergency. 

 
(iii) On both Double and Single Lines the Station Master on receipt of Form ECR 5 from the 

SE(P.way) r shall act according toSR 4.09. 
 
(iv) On sections where Train Control working is in force, the Station Master must also 

immediate advice control, who will also responsible for giving instructions for the issue 
of Caution Orders in FormT/409 by the stations concerned as prescribed in sub-
paragraph (ii) above. 

(v) On receiving an acknowledgement on the requisite foil of Form ECR 5 from the Station 
Master, the  SE(P.way)  may proceed to the site of the work and place hand signals, 
banner flag, detonators, indicators etc. as detailed in G.R. and S.R. 15.09. 

 
(vi) On completion of the work, the SE(P.way)  shall cancel the notice by sending the 

concerned foil of Form ECR 5 to the Station Master. 
15.09. SHOWING OF SIGNALS - 
 

(1) Whenever due to lines being under repair or due to any other obstruction it is 
necessary to indicate to the Driver that he has to stop or proceed at a restricted 
speed, the following signals shall be shown and, where prescribed, detonators 
used, if on a double line in the direction from which trains approach, and  if on a 
single line in each direction - 

 
(a) When the train is required  to stop and the restriction  is likely  to last 

only for a day or less -  A banner flag shall  be exhibited at a distance of 
600 metres on the Broad Gauge and  400 metres  on  the  Metre  Gauge and 
the   Narrow  Gauge  and  three detonators  shall  be placed, 10 metres apart, 
at a  distance  of 1200 metres on the Broad Gauge and 800 metres on the 
Matre  Gauge and Narrow Gauge from the place of obstruction. In addition, 
Stop hand signal shall be shown at a distance of 30 metres from the place of 
obstruction, at the banner flag and at a distance of 45 metres from the three 
detonators.  The railway servant  at  the place  of obstruction shall give 
proceed hand signal to  indicate to the Driver when he may resume normal 
speed after the train has been hand-signalled past the place of obstruction. 
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(b) When the train is required to stop and the  restriction  is likely  to last 
for more than a day - A stop indicator  shall  be exhibited  at  a  distance  
of  30  metres  from  the  place  of obstruction  and a caution indicator at 
1200 metres on the  Board Gauge and 800 metres on the Metre Gauge and 
the Narrow Gauge  from the place of the obstruction. In addition, 
termination indicators shall be provided at the place where a Driver may 
resume normal speed. 

 
(c) When the train is not required to stop and the restriction is likely to last 

only for a day or less - Proceed with caution  hand signals  shall be 
exhibited at a distance of 30 metres and  again at  a  distance  of  at  least  
800  metres  from  the  place  of obstruction. The distance of 800 metres 
shall be suitably increased by special instructions, where required.  The  
railway servant  at  the  place of obstruction shall  give  Proceed  hand signal 
to indicate to the Driver when he may resume normal  speed after  the  train  
has  been hand-signalled  past  the  place  of obstruction. 

 
(d)   When the train is not required to stop and the restriction is likely to last 

for more than a day - A speed indicator shall be exhibited at a distance of 
30 metres  from  the  place  of obstruction  and again a caution indicator at a 
distance of at least 800 metres from the place of obstruction. The distance of 
800 metres shall be suitably increased by special instructions, where 
required. In addition, termination indicators shall be provided at the place 
where a Driver may resume normal speed. 

 
(2) In case the place of obstruction is within station limits - 

(a) the provision of sub-rule (1) may be dispensed with  if  the affected line has 
been isolated by setting and securing of points or  by securing at ‘On’ the 
necessary manually  controlled  Stop Signal or signals, and  

(b) approach signals shall not be taken ‘Off’ for a train  unless the  train has 
been brought to a stop at the first  Stop  signal, except  in  cases where the 
Driver has been  issued  with a Caution Order  at a station in rear, informing 
him of the obstruction  and the details thereof. 

 
(3) If  the place of work  is situated in  Automatic  Signalling territory, and if the 

distance between the place of  obstruction and  the Automatic signal controlling 
the entry of train  in  the signalling  section  concerned is less than 1200  metres  
on  the Broad  Gauge and 800 metres on the Metre Gauge and provided  the 
Automatic Signal has been secured at ‘On’  -  

 
(a) the banner flag and three detonators referred to in clause(a) of sub-rule (1)  

may  be  provided  at  90  and  180 metres respectively; and 
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(b) the caution indicator referred to in clause(b) of  sub-rule (1) may be 
dispensed with. 

 
(4) The shapes and sizes of the indicators referred to in clauses (b) and (d) of sub-

rule-(1) may be prescribed by special instructions. 
 

S.R.15.09-(1) The hand signal flags, referred to in G.R. 15.09 above, shall be not less than 60 
centimetres (2 feet) square and of clean bright colour. The indicators to be displayed by the staff of Engineering 
Department to protect the site of work obstruction are described below- 
 

(2) CAUTION INDICATOR: Caution indicator shall be fixed at 1200 meters on BG or 
at 800 metres on MG/NG section from the point where speed 
restriction is to commence. This shall be exactly to the diagram 

as shown in the margin and shall consist of a horizontal board 
1400 m wide by 400 mm deep fishtailed to the left and pointed to 
the right, and painted yellow and black. This board shall be fixed 
on a 2 meters high above the rail level to the bottom of the board 
and painted with 300 mm high bands of white and black. The 
indicator board for temporary restriction shall display at night two 
yellow lights horizontally displayed towards incoming train. At site 
of permanent restrictions the speed ahead will be painted on the 
caution indicator board. 
 

 
In the case of temporary restriction speed will be indicated by small detachable 
number plates which can be changed. Luminous paint shall be used in both the cases. 
In the case of stop Dead Restriction, the figure ‘o’ will be painted on Caution Indicator 
Board. In the case of multiple speed restrictions in series as in case of TR works only 
first speed restriction shall be indicated on the caution indicator Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(3) The second indicator shall either a speed indicator or a stop indicator and shall be fixed 30 mts. 
From the point of danger. 

 
 

(a) SPEED INDICATOR :-In the case of restrictions without stop dead a speed 
indicator shall be provided. This speed indicator shall be exactly to the diagram 

as shown in the margin and shall consist of a yellow  
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 equilateraltriangular board with 1 mt. sides and 300 mm high 40 mm thick black figures 

indicating the speed at which a train may proceed. The board shall be fixed on a 2 mts. 
High post (from the rail level to the bottom of the board) painted with 300 mm high 
bands of white and black. This indicator shall be provided both for permanent and 
temporary restrictions and illuminated by night for temporary restriction only by fixing a 
lamp in front of it by a steel flat frame of 400 mm X 10 mm as shown in the diagram. 
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(3) (b) Stop Indicator: In the case of restriction with stop dead stop 
indicator, exactly to diagram as shown in the margin shall be provided. 
This indicator shall consist of a horizontal board, 1400 mmX 400 mm 
rectangular in size and painted with red and vertical stripe. This board 
shall be fixed on a post 2 mts. High (above rail level to the bottom of the 
board) painted with 300 mm high bands of white and red. 
 
This indicator shall display two 130 mm red lights with white back lights 
by night. A signalman shall be provided for signalling. As soon as the 
train stops, the signalman shall obtain signature of the driver on the 
“Restriction Book” (Specimen given below) and allow the train to 
proceed by showing green hand signal light by night and green hand 
signal flag by day. The “Restriction Book” will be printed in the 
following from:- 

Date No. Of train Time Signature of Driver 
    
    
    
 
 (4): Termination Indicator: (i) Termination indicator board shall have letter T/P to indicate to the Drivers of 

passenger trains when normal speed may be resumed and should be located at a distance equal to the 
length of the longest passenger train operating on the section from the place where speed restriction 
zone ends. Likewise another termination indicator bearing letter  

     T/G shall be located at a distance equal to the length of the longest goods 
train operating on the section from the place where speed restricted zone 
ends. Train Driver of passenger or goods trains shall look  

 out for Guards signal before reaching the T/P or T/G board for resumption 
of normal speed. This termination indicator board shall be exactly the same 
as shown in the margin. 

 
 
 

The termination indicator consists of 1 meter diameter disc painted yellow and 25 mm black border. The 
letter on the dise will be of 250 mm high and 40 mm thick. This will be fixed on a post of 1650 mm high from rail. 
Level to the bottom edge of disc painted with 300 mm high bands of white and black. For temporary restrictions 
the termination indicator should be illuminated at night by fixing a hand signal lamp as in the case of speed 
indicator. 

 
 (5) The non-reflective type indicator for temporary speed restriction shall be illuminated by night by 

fixing a hand signal lamp in front of it. However, reflective type indicator for temporary speed restriction need 
not be lit. 
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(6) The lamp of the indicators shall be lit and extinguished at the time prescribed for fixed signals. 
 
(7) On single line the signals and indicators described above shall be shown on either side of the 

site of speed restriction. 
 
(8) On sections or parts of the line, where the view is obstructed or where there is a gradient 

steeper than 1 in 500 falling towards speed restricted zone, the distance given above shall be increased to such an 
extent as may be necessary to ensure absolute safety and if necessary, the number of signals may be increased. 

 
(9) (i) The Temporary Engineering fixed signals shall be illuminated during night except where 

reflective types Engineering fixed signals are provided. 
 
 (ii) Caution Orders must be issued at the stations named in the Traffic Working Order. 
 
(iii) Drivers must reduce speed at the Caution Indicator and be prepared to stop 800 metres ahead if 

a Stop Indicator is exhibited, or proceed at indicated speed if a speed indicator is exhibited. After stopping at a 
Stop Indicator, Driver must proceed on hand signals at the restricted speed of 8 Kilometres per hour to the 
Termination Indicator from where normal speed may be resumed. 
 
15.10. ASSISTANCE IN PROTECTION OF TRAINS - Every railway servant employed  

on way or works shall, on the requisition of the  Guard of  a  train  or the Driver 
thereof, render  assistance  for  the protection of the train. 

 
15.11. GANGMATE IN EACH GANG - Each Inspector of Way  or  Works shall  see  that in 

every gang employed  in his  length  of  line there is a competent Gangmate. 
 
15.12. KNOWLEDGE OF SIGNALS AND EQUIPMENT OF GANG - Each Inspector of 

Way or Works shall see - 
   

(a) that every Gangman and Gangmate employed under him has a correct knowledge 
of hand signals and detonating signals; and 

 
(b) that every gang employed in his length of line is supplied with a permanent way 

gauge, two sets of flag signals, two hand signals lamps and twelve detonators, in 
addition to such other tools or implements as may be prescribed by special 
instructions. 

 
S.R.15.12 (i) The equipment of every Gangmate employed under Inspector of Way and Works will 

include two banner flags. 
 
15.13. INSPECTION OF GAUGES, SIGNALS, TOOLS AND IMPLEMENTS - 
 

(1) Each  Inspector  of  Way or Works  shall at least once in every month inspect
 the permanent way gauges, flags, signal lamps, detonators, tools and 
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implements supplied to the gangs under clause (b) of Rule 15.12 and ascertain 
whether the above equipment is complete and in good order. 

 
(2) He shall also see that any defective or missing articles are replaced. 

 
S.R.15.13 (i) The Permanent Way Mates are personally responsible for their tools and implements 

which must be kept by them in safe custody in the Gang Tool Box provided. Permanent Way Inspector and 
Assistant permanent Way Inspector in charge must check the equipment once a month. 

 
(ii) The inspecting officials must record a certificate every month in the Tool Register kept with the 

Gang Mate that he has inspected all items specified in G.R. 15.13 and has taken action to repair or replace items 
found defective or missing. 
15.14. RESPONSIBILITY OF GANGMATE AS TO SAFETY OF LINE - Each 

Gangmate shall - 
 

(a) see that his length of line is kept safe for the passage  of trains; 
 
(b) that  the signals supplied to him under  clause (b)  of  Rule 15.12, are kept  in 

proper  order and ready for use; 
 
(c) that  the men in his gang each have a correct  knowledge  of hand signals and 

detonating signals; 
 
(d) endeavour to prevent  any trespassing by persons or  cattle on his length of line or 

within the fences thereof, and 
 
(e) when repairing, lifting or lowering the line or when performing any other 

operation which shall make it necessary  for a train to proceed cautiously, himself 
be present at the spot  and be responsible that the caution signals prescribed  in 
Rule 15.09 are shown. 

 
15.15. BLASTING - No railway servant employed on the way or on any works  shall  carry  

on any blasting operations on  or  near  the railway except as permitted  by special 
instructions. 

 
15.16. PUTTING  IN OR REMOVING POINTS OR CROSSINGS - Except in cases of 

emergency, no railway servant shall put in or remove any points or crossings otherwise 
than as permitted by special instructions. 

 
S.R. 15.16 (i) Before putting in any points or crossings the written permission of the Divisional 

Engineer of the Division must be obtained. The Divisional Engineer before giving such permission must inform 
the Divisional Operating Manager of the work to be done. 

 
(ii) Each set of points on or leading directly on to a running line must be provided with a locking 

apparatus of approved type, the key of which will be kept by the Permanent Way Inspector/Signal Inspector until 
the points are made over to the Traffic Department. 

 



348 

(iii) No points must be laid in unless protected in the manner laid down in General Rule 15.08. 
 
(iv) When points are put into the main line outsides station limits, they must be locked and spiked, 

and Engineering Temporary Speed Restriction Indicators for day and night erected at the points, a man provided 
with flags and lamp must also be placed at the points, and remain in charge of them until the Permanent Way 
Inspector responsibility with regard to the manning of such points ceases by their transfer to another department. 
The speed of train over such points is limited to 15 Kilometres an hour. 

 
(v) When a set of points is laid inside station limits, the points must be disconnected from the 

working lever, locked and spiked, and placed in charge of a Permanent Way Gang man, until they are formally 
made over to the Traffic Department. 

 
15.17. DUTIES OF GANGMATE AND GANGMAN WHEN APPREHENDING 

DANGER - If a Gang mate or Gagman considers that the line is likely  to be  rendered 
unsafe, or that any train is likely to be  endangered in  consequence of any defect in the 
way or works or of  abnormal rain  or floods or any other occurrence, he shall  take  
immediate steps  for securing the stability of the line and the  safety  of trains, by using 
the prescribed signals for trains to proceed with caution or to stop, as necessity may 
require; and  shall as soon as possible  report the circumstances to the nearest Station  
Master and the Inspector of Way or Works. 

 
S.R.15.17 (1) If a rail is badly fractured, danger signals must be exhibited until it can be renewed or 

until the following precaution had been taken. If the rail is broken between two sleepers, the nearest sleeper must 
be shifted under the fracture, so that the sleeper or chair will taken both ends. Trains can then be run slowly over 
the rail, until the Inspector replaces it but the inspector must get the rail renewed as rapidly as possible. 

 
(2) The necessity for patrolling the line may arise during periods of normally fine weather due to 

sudden storms occurring. In these circumstances Mates are empowered at all times to put on their Gangs to 
patrol the line at night if they consider that such a step is necessary. 

 
(3) As soon as the Mate/Keyman/Gangman/Patrolman notices or is informed of a rail/weld 

fracture, he should immediately protect the track as per GR 15.09. Thereafter immediately send information to SE 
(P.Way) and nearest SM. The Mate/Keyman/Gangman/Patrolman will take the following action, depending upon 
the type of track and extent of gap as under: 
 
(A)  Fish-Plated / SWR Track : 
  

(i) When the gap is less than 30 mm: 
  

(a) The fractured portion should be supported on wooden block or by shifting the adjoining 
sleeper. In case of weld fracture in SWP track, joggled fish plates and clamps will be used. 

 
(b)  After doing the emergency repairs as mentioned in (a) above, he may pass the trains at 15 

km P.H. and shall observe the fracture till SE (P.Way) comes and permanent repairs are 
completed. 

 
(ii) When the gap is more than 30 m.m:-  

 
(a) A  closure of suitable length should be used along with one metre long fish plates and 

clamps and the fractured portion should be supported on wooden block or by shifting the 
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nearest sleeper. In case of weld factures, in SWP track joggled fish plates and clamps 
should be used. 

 
(b) After doing emergency repairs, as mentioned in (a) above, he may pass the trains at 15Km. 

PH and shall observe the fracture till SE (P.Way) comes and permanent repairs are 
completed. 

 
(B) CWR/LWR Track:- 
 

(i) When the gap is less than 30 mm:-The fractured portion should be supported on wooden block or 
by shifting the nearest sleeper. The fractured rail shall be clamped by using one metre long 
special fish plates. In case of weld failure joggled fish plates and clamps will he used. 

 
        After doing the emergency repairs as mentioned in (a) above, he may pass the trains at 10 

km P.H. and continue to observe the fracture till SE (P.Way) comes and permanent repairs are 
completed. 

 
(ii) When the gap is more than 30 m.m:- 

  
(a) A closure of suitable length should be used along with one metre long fish plates and 

clamps and the fractured portion should be supported on wooden block or by shifting the 
nearest sleeper. In case of weld factures, joggled fish plates and clamps should be used. 

 
(b) After doing emergency repairs, as mentioned in (a) above, he may pass the trains at 10Km. 

PH and continue to observe the fracture till SE (P.Way) comes and permanent repairs are 
completed. 

4. In cases where a small portion or piece of rail has come off or in case of multiple fractures, the 
rail has to be changed by SE (P.Way). Traffic will remain suspended until the permanent repairs are carried out 
and cleared by SE (P.Way). 

 
B.  THE WORKING OF LORRIES, TROLLIES AND MOTOR TROLLIES. 

 
15.18. DISTINCTION BETWEEN TROLLY, LORRY AND MOTOR TROLLY - 
 

(1) A vehicle which can be lifted bodily off the line by four men shall  be  deemed to 
be a trolly and any  similar  but  heavier vehicle shall be deemed to be a lorry. 

 
 (2) Any trolly which is self-propelled, by means of a motor is  a motor trolly. 

 
 (3) A trolly shall not, except in cases of emergency, be used for the carriage of 

permanent way or other heavy material; and when a trolly is so loaded, it shall be 
deemed, for the purposes of these rules, to be a lorry. 

 
S.R. 15.18(1) (a) Every lorry or trolly shall be accompanied by not less than four men for working it. 
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 (b) When it is required to run a lorry or a light trolly loaded with materials in the section without block 
protection, it shall be the responsibility of the official in charge to see that it is accompanied by not less than five 
men on the double line and which trains may approach on the double line and on both sides on the single line in 
accordance with G.R. 15.27 (2) (a) & (b). The number of men, however, shall be increased according to 
circumstance to enable the lorry or loaded trolly and its contents to be removed readily off the line, when 
necessary. 

 
 (c)  In the case of a change from double to single line working on a double lines section, the fact 

shall be communicated by the Station master to the official in charge of a lorry or trolley when he, before entering 
the Block Section, ascertain the where about of all initials of the Headquarters station of the person authorised to 
use it. 

 
 (d)  Each lorry or trolley shall have marked on it a number and the designation and the code initials 

of the Headquarters station of the person authorised to use it 

 
 (e) On Sections provided with track circuits/axle counter only insulated type of trolley/lorry shall be 

used to prevent signal failure. 

 
 (2) (i) Rail Dolley: Rail dolley is a device with two or more wheels, which in balanced condition can be 

moved manually on one rail of track and can carry rail/sleeper in suspended condition. When necessary the 
suspended material can be dropped and the rail dolley cleared off the track. 

 
 (ii)Use of Rail Dolleys (a) Manning of rail dolley-Every rail dolley shall be manned by not less than two 

able bodied men. The person incharge of the rail dolley shall be a railway servant not lower in rank than a Gang 
mate/Keyman. He should have passed in medical category A-3 and must hold a certificate of competency for 
working a rail dolley. Certificate of competency shall be issued either by an AEN or by a SE (P.Way) of the 
Section who must satisfy himself that the person to whom the competency certificate is being issued, is fully aware 
of the rules for working of rail dolley and is also well acquainted with the concerned section. 

(b) Certificate of Competency shall be issued in the following form. 
 
Shri____________________________________S/O______________________________________desi

gnation_______________________________at (Station)________________________________ has been tested 
and is found fully conversant with the section on which the Rail Dolley is to be used, all the relevant rules in 
respect of protection of Rail Dolley and for working them, as well as the latest changes made in them. He is 
authorised to work a rail dolley on_____________________section (each section to be mentioned separately). 
 
This certificate is valid up to ________________________ 

 
Signature_______________ 
(Authorised Official) 
 
Designation_____________ 

Station________________________ 
 
Date_______________________ 
 

The certificate of Competency must be renewed for each calendar year after a fresh test. 
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(iii) Working of Rail Dolley:- a) The Railway servant in charge of rail dolley must inspect the section 
particularly in reference to heaping of ballast, girder, bridges and any other special features which make it 
difficult to drop the materials and remove the rail dolley. He shall get the ballast and heap cleared and work the 
dolley in such locations only when visibility is clear for at least 1200 metre and the rails can be dropped safety 
without affecting train safety. 

 
(b) Rail dolley shall not be worked on sections having gradients steeper than 1 in 200. 
 
(c) Not more than six rail dolleys should be worked in a group in any one block section. 
 
(d) Normally not longer than three rail welded panels should be carried by rail dolleys. The rail 

dolley must not be worked after sunset and before sunrise and in bad weather condition when the visibility is 
poor. Rail dolley should not be worked in deep cuttings, steep grades, sharp curves and heavily built up area 
where the visibility is not clear for 1200 metres on BG and 800 metres on MG. In such locations the rail dolley 
should be worked under block protection. 

 
(e) In case a rail dolley is to carry rails longer than three rail panels or it is required to move over 

crossover in yard crossing more than one line, in deep cutting and curves then it should be worked under block 
protection. 

 
(iv) Protection of Rail Dolley (a) No traffic block is necessary for working of rail dolley. Every rail 

dolley when on line shall exhibit a red flag in day and shall be protected by a flagman at a distance of 600 metres 
from the rail dolley, on a double line in a direction from which trains may approach, and by 2 flagman one in 
either direction on single line. Each flagman shall also carry a banner flag, two red and 2 green hand signal flag 
and a case containing 10 detonators for use in emergency. 

 
(b) The official in charge of the rail dolley shall keep a sharp look out for approaching trains and will 

get the rails dolley and material is cleared off the track as soon as an approaching train is sighted. 
 
(c) The official incharge shall be fully responsible for the safe working of rail dolley’s. 
 
(d) While approaching level crossings the official incharge shall look out for road traffic and 

ensure safe passage of rail dolley. 
 
 (3) (i) Cycle Trolly/Moped Trolly:-Cycle trollies are trollies which are propelled by pedalling instead of 

pushing. Moped trollies are those driven by motor units and which can also be propelled by pedalling. Cycle 
trollies and moped trollies should be so designed at to be capable of being removed from the track by two men. A 
seat should also be provided in cycle trollies and moped trollies for at least one person other than the person 
pedalling or driving, to sit facing towards the rear continuously, to give adequate warning of approaching trains. 
Cycle trollies and moped trolies shall be treated as trollies in all respects for the purpose of those rules except 
where otherwise provided for. 

 
(ii) Officials permitted to use cycle trollies, moped trollies:- Subject to their being competent to use 

cycle/moped trollies all Officers of the Engineering, Signal and Telecommunication and Operating Department 
and such Inspectors and staff of the Signal Telecommunication and Engineering Departments as are specifically 
authorised by the competent authority.  

 
 (iii)Rules applicable for working of push trollies/lorries/material trollies will also apply to cycle/moped 

trollies. 
 
iv) No Railway servant shall use a cycle/moped trolly unless he is in possession of a permit signed 

by the Chief Engineer/Chief Operating Superintendent/Chief Signal & Telecommunication Engineer/Divisional 
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Superintendent/Chief Engineer(Construction)/Additional Chief Engineer. The permit will only be issued after the 
person, in whose name it is issued, has been examined and declared to be conversant with the rules for running of 
cycle/moved trollies. The permit shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of issue. Thereafter, it shall 
be renewed annually after the person holding it has been examined as mentioned above. 

 
 (v) Equipment of Cycle/Moped trolly- The following equipment must be provided on a cycle/moped 

trolly when placed on a running line:- 
 

 (a) During the day a red flag fixed to a staff placed in the trolly frame so as to be clearly 
visible. 

 
 (b) During the night, a light shall be placed to show conspicuously, on the double line, white 

to the front and red to the rear and on single line, red both to the front and in the rear. 
Further a five cell electric torch shall also be carried and used to illuminate the track 
ahead. 

 
 (c) 10 detonators,2 red flags, 1 green flag, 1 pad lock and chain and 2 hand signal lamps. 

 
 (vi) The total number of persons including the persons pedalling or driving, which can be carried on 

a cycle/moped trolly shall not exceed five. 
 
 (vii) Working of Cycle/Moped trollies-At night time and during foggy or cloudy weather all 

cycle/moped trollies shall invariably work under block protection. If the speed of the cycle/moped trolly is more 
than 15 KmpH. It should work under block protection when it is proposed to work cycle/moped trolly outside 
station limits without block protection, the official in charge of cycle/moped trolly shall ascertain the where about 
of trains that he is likely to encounter on the section before he places cycle/moped trolly on the line. 

 
 (viii) Use of cycle/moped trolly is not permitted in ghat sections and on sections where a series of 

cuttings and curves restrict clear visibility infront or in rear to less than 800 metres and where observance of G.R. 
15.26 would require more than a total of 2 men to protect the trolly from front or rear. The sections on which 
cycle/moped trolleys are not permitted to work on the above basis on each division will be notified by the 
Divisional Railway Manager. On such sections, however, cycle/moped trollies may be worked as a train under the 
system of working in force over such sections. 

 
Cycle/moped trolly shall invariably be worked on line clear under the system of working on sections 

where special precautions in accordance with G.R. 15.26 is necessary. 
 
(ix) Spring Points:-The official in charge of cycle/moped trolly shall enquire about the location of 

the spring points before starting. He shall stop dead in the rear of the spring points and shall lift the cycle/moped 
trolly and place it beyond the spring points. 

 
(x) Adjacent running, lines not to be fouled:- When working cycle/moped trolly on the double line 

section, if the trolly is removed from the track in the block section, it should be placed in such a way that the 
adjacent running lines are not fouled or infringed. 
15.19. RED FLAG OR LIGHT TO BE SHOWN - Every lorry  or  trolly when on the line 

shall show a red flag by day and a red light by night, during thick, foggy or  
tempestuous weather impairing visibility or in a tunnel in the directions from which a  
train may come. 

 
S.R. 15.19 (a) No lorry or trolly shall be placed on the line unless provided with both day and night 

signals, and a chain and padlock for securing the lorry or trolly when removed from line and also a case 
containing 12 detonators. Day Trolly Signals shall comprise of red flags fixed to a staff placed perpendicularly in 
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a socket provided for this purpose on each trolly/lorry/Motor trolly so that they are conspicuously visible. During 
night or when visibility is otherwise impaired or when entering tunnels, the trolly signals shall comprise of red 
light in both directions on single line section. On double line section the red light shall be exhibited in the 
direction from which trains are expected and white in the other direction. But when standing within Home Signal 
the light shall display red in both directions. 

 
(b) No trolly/lorry/Motor trolly shall stand upon or run on a line unless it exhibits these trolly 

signals, but when a trolly/lorry/motor trolly is cut off clear of the line, these signals shall be removed. 
 
(c) (i)  On certain sections where owing to sharp curves, cuttings or other causes, the view of the line is 

obstructed, trolly signal stations have been established at such sites as command the best view in both directions 
for the use of flagman to enable necessary signal being conveyed to the trolly/lorry users. These trolly signal 
stations are provided with trolly bal or Revolving Disc signals working on a post of suitable height so that on 
single line section they exhibit in both directions and on double line sections in the direction of the approaching 
train. They are manned by Flagman only between sunrise and sunset. The raising of the ball or he exposure of the 
disc to an approaching trolly/lorry indicates that no train in sight on the line the ball of the disc refers to. The 
rapid raising and lowering of the ball or turning on and off of disc repeadly indicates that a train is approaching 
and the trolly/lorry should be immediately removed from the track. 

 
(ii) If the Flagman does not signal past a trolly, the same care should be taken as of no Trolly signal 

station is established on curve or cuttings, except where a motor trolly is following a train. 
 
(iii) Where trolly stations are not provided and no indication of ball or disc is available the trolly user 

when passing through curve or cutting or when view is limited less than 800 meters shall protect his trolly by 
deputing one or more trollyman with a whistle, hand and fog signals at such distance of not less than 350 meters 
and would enable them to relay the signals to the trolly users as and when required. The trollymen so posted shall 
whistle and exhibit hand danger signals immediately a train is in sight and place three fog signals on line. The fog 
signals will be removed if the trolly is cut off clear of the line. On single line section the men should be deputed 
both in front and in rear of the trolly whereas on the double line section the man shall proceed or follow at the 
case may be, so that they are in the direction from which trains are expected to approach. 
 
15.20. EQUIPMENT  OF  TROLLY, LORRY  OR  MOTOR  TROLLY -   Each trolly, 

lorry or motor trolly shall have the following equipment - 
 

(a) two hand signal lamps, 
 

(b) two red and two green hand signal flags, 
 

(c) sufficient supply of detonators, 
 

(d) a chain and a padlock, 
 
(e) a copy of the Working Time Table and all correction slips and appendices, if  any, 

in force on that section of the  railway  over which the trolly, lorry or motor trolly 
is to run, 

 
(f)  a motor horn and a search light  (for motor trolly only), 
 
(g) two banner flags (for lorry only),  and 
(h) such other  articles as may be prescribed  by  the  Railway Administration in this 

behalf. 
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Note : The  Official  in charge of the trolly,  lorry  or  motor trolly shall also be in possession 

of a watch in addition to  the prescribed equipment. 
 

SR 15.20 (a) Whenever a trolley/lorry/motor trolly is to be put on line ,it shall also carry with it the 
following equipment in addition to what has been prescribed in GR 15.20- 

 
(i) One Torch light 
 
(ii One Flare Signal for lorry only 
 
(iii) One Case containing 10 detonators 
 
(iv) One long strong rope ,only for sections where the gradient is 1:150 or steeper as in ghat section. 
 

Note- In case of a traction motor trolley, it shall also carry with it ,an emergency portable telephone in 
working order. 

 
(b) It shall be the responsibility of the Head trolley man or the senior most trolley man  to ensure 

that the equipments are complete in all respect when the trolley is put on line. 
(c) It will be the responsibility of the incharge of the trolley/lorry/motor trolley  for arranging the 

equipments and to see that his subordinates carry it as and when required.   
 
15.21. EFFICIENT BREAKS - No lorry or trolly shall be placed on the line unless it is fitted 

with efficient breaks. 
 

S.R.15.21 (a) The person in charge of the lorry or trolly shall be responsible to see that the breakers 
are in proper working order, and shall test them on the commencement of each journey. 

 
(b) On Ghat Sections having falling gradient of 1 in 150 or steeper it shall be ensuerd that the 

brakes work efficiently on all the four wheels. In addition, lorries shall also carry with them a strong rope for 
holding them in case hand brakes prove inadequate or insufficient and the lorries shall also be fitted with screw 
down brakes of approved design in addition to the ordinary hand brakes. 
 
15.22. QUALIFIED PERSON TO BE INCHARGE OF LORRY OR TROLLY WHEN 

ON THE LINE - 
 

(1) No lorry or trolly shall be placed on the line except by  a qualified person 
appointed in this behalf by special instructions. 

 
(2) Such qualified person shall accompany the lorry or trolly, and shall be responsible 

for its proper protection and for its being used in accordance with special 
instructions. 

 
S.R.15.22 (1) :- Running of Lorries: (a) A lorry shall normally be run during day light hours. 
 
(b) A lorry may be worked without block protection when the official in charge before putting a 

lorry on the line, has ascertained from the Station Master on duty whether Line clear can be obtained for the lorry 
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without causing detention to a train, and if no detention would be caused line clear should be obtained. If line 
clear can not be obtained without causing detention to a train, the official in charge of the lorry, after considering 
the urgency of the work to be done, should decide whether to place the lorry on the line without Line clear being 
obtained or wait until Line clear can be obtained for it. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provision above, a lorry shall invariably be worked under block protection 
when. 
  

(i) It is necessary during an emergency to run it at night. 
 
(ii) It is loaded with rails or girders. 
 
(iii) It is loaded with specially heavy materials which can not be readily unloaded and 
 
(iv)  On the following section having continuous steep grades or when visibility is restricted 

due to sharp curves or other features. 
 

Narkatiaganj   - Bhikhnathori 
 

   Sakri    - Jainnager 
 
   Murliganj   - Banmankhi 
 
Note:- For running lorries without block protection, see particularly SR 15.27 (3), (4), (5). 
 

(2) (i) No railway servant shall be permitted to work a lorry/trolly unless he has been examined and 
certified competent to be incharge of a lorry/trolly being conversant with the rules for the running of the same. 
The controlling officer incharge shall be responsible for examination and issuing competency certificate in the 
following form which shall be valid for a period not exceeding one year. 
 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY FOR USE OF LORRIES/TROLLIES. 
 

I, hereby, certify that l have examined Shri______________________(name and designation) in the 
knowledge of rules for the use of lorries/trolles and consider him competent to use the same in accordance with 
the rules and regulations affecting the working of lorries/trolies on line. 
 
 

Controlling officer________ 
____________(Designation 

 
Date________________ 
 
 
 

(ii) All officers of the Engineering, Mechanical, Signal and Telecommunication, Electric and Traffic 
Departments and the following categories of class III officials are authorised to use lorries/trollies provided they 
are in possession of the prescribed competency certificate:- 
 

(a) SE (Works)/JE (Works). 
 
(b) SE (P.Way)/JE (P.Way).. 
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(c)  SE (Signal)/JE (Signal) 
 
(d) Bridge Inspectors/Assistant Bridge Inspectors. 
 
(e) Section Mates/Works Mistries/Permanent Way Mistries. 
 
(f) Electric Foreman Gr. I and II/Assistant Electric Foreman. 

 
(iii) No other person shall be considered qualified in the use of Trolly/Lorrye Motor Trolly unless he 

is in possession of a valid ‘Competency Certificate’. The category of staff who are authorised to use Trolly/Lorry, 
Motor Trolly on getting competency certificate are listed below- 

 
 

Deptt. Trolly Lorry Motor Trolly 
Civil Engg. All Officers, SE (P.Way) and works, Asstt. Trolly. 

Inspectors why and Works, Work Supervisors, 
Permanent way Head Mistry.  

As for 
Trolly. 

All Officers, SE (P.Way) and 
Works.  

Signal and 
Tele. Com. 

All Officers,SE & JE (Signal). Detto. All Officers, SE.  

Electric All Officers, Inspectors, Foreman (TRS) and Asstt. 
Foreman.  

Detto. All Officers, Inspectors 
Foremen, Asstt. Foremen and 
Electrical Chargmen/Mistry. 

perating All Officers, TI(M)s, SS/AYM/YM and SM Gr.I. All 
Officers.  

Detto. All Officers, and TI(M)s. 

Commercial All Officers. Ditto. All Officers. 
 

(iv) No competency certificate shall be considered valid. 
 

(a) Unless it relates to the section concerned and  
 
(b) Unless it is dated and issued under signature of COM, CE, CSTE, DRM or any other 

officer of not below senior scale rank qualified in the use of Trolly/Lorry/Motor Trolly  
who directly controls the officials in whose favour the ‘competency certificate’ is issued 
or had control over him at the time of use of the certificate. 

 
(v) (a) No competency certificate shall be issued in favour of an officials unless the issuing officals has 

tested him in trolley rules and found him fit to use the Trolley/Lorry/Motor Trolley. 
 
(a) ‘Competency certificate’ shall be valid for a period not exceeding one year. 

 
(b) (vi) The following procedure will be observed before granting permits to driver 

Trolley/Lorry/Motor Trolley. 
 
Application by officers or staff for permit to drive Trolley/Lorry/Motor Trolley will be made to the DRM 

of the Division in which the officers or staff concerned is at the time of application working, who will either 
himself set a written paper or authorise competent officer under him to do so and who after the written test will 
also give an oral test to the officer or staff concerned.  

 
If he passes both the written and the oral tests the case shall be put up to the DRM, if he himself was not 

the examiner for issuing the competency certificate. Before issuing it. The DRM., should satisfy himself as  to 
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whether the person concerned is full y conversant with all the rules in this respect. It is essential for 
Trolly,Lorry,Motor Trolly permit holders to know special condition if any obtaining on the various sections on 
which they have to operate their Trollies/Lorries/Motor Trolleys.  

 
Before the end of December every year, every Trolley/Lorry/Motor Trolleys permit holder will submit a 

certificate to the DRM, in the following form- 
 
“I, (name) ……………………………….. working in the capacity of (designation) ……………………. at 

(station) ………………………………………. Hereby certify that I am fully conversant with all the Sections on 
which I have to use my Trolleys/Lorry/Motor Trolleys and also with all the rules in respect of driving 
Trolleys/Lorries Motor Trolleys as well as the latest changes made in them, and undertake to conform 
meticulously to these rules. In the event of my failure to comply with these rules, I shall alone be held 
responsible.” 

These certificates shall be carefully examined in the Divl. Office and if a permit holder fails to submit it 
in time, he will be treated as having forfeited his right to use the permit, until such time the certificate is submitted 
by him and will also render himself liable to disciplinary action.  

 
Supervising officers and officials should test the permit holders in their knowledge of rules relating to 

working Trolley/Lorry/Motor Trolley as often as possible.  
 
In the event of an officer or staff getting transferred from one station to the other it is necessary for him 

to acquaint himself with all rules in regard to any specials condition obtaining on any of the sections within his 
jurisdiction.  

 
(vii) (a) Such peculiarities as required special precautions for operating Trolley/Lorry/Motor Trolleys 

over a section are described in the Working Time Table of the respective Division.  
 
(b) The following instructions should be specially noted in regard to trolley/Lorry/Motor trolley working 

in the Gurpa-Guijhandi Section where there is a rising gradient in the down direction and where there are no 
trolley refuges in the tunnel. 

 
Motor Trolleys and material Trolleys or Lorries must not run on Gujhandi-Gurpa Section without line 

clear. PUSH TROLLEYS may run without line clear during day time and in clear weather only by Up line in the 
Up direction. Such trolley users while passing the block huts must ascertain the position of Up train and keep a 
sharp look out for approaching trains. While entering tunnels Nos. 3,2 & 1 in succession they must ascertain in 
particular, from position of signals at Dilwa B.H. for tunnel No. 3 Trolly Ball- signal at Tunnel No. 2 and Tunnel 
chowkidar at Tunnel No. 1 about approaching up train if any and he prepared to cut off the trolley before 
entering the tunnels ass these are not provided with trollyh refuges. For working inside the tunnel the  trolley 
must be cut and secure outside the tunnel and the tunnel entered on foot. On completion of work the trolley users 
before placing the trolly on line must again satisfy  himself about the position of approaching up trains. It is also 
advisable in such circumstances to follow a train unless the trolly users is ascertain that there is none.  

 
No push trolly should be worked in up & down direction on the down line, or in the down direction of the 

Up line except in an emergency under line clear.  
 
(c) On the Dudhi- Chopan sectionon Dhanbad  Division pushtrollies should be treated as lorries and 

worked under the same precaution and rules. 
 
(d) A trolly when put on line, shall be accompanied by four able bodied trolly man and a lorry or motor 

trolly by six such selected men who can lift it from the track. In case of danger, these men shall be in addition to 
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those required for loading and un loading materials. In sections where visibility is restricted or when a lorry is 
moving without block protection, extra man as necessary, shall be taken for purpose of looking out and relaying 
signals. Also where the load of the material trolly or lorry is heavy, more men shall be taken so that in case of 
necessity, it can be removed expeditiously from the the line. 

 
(3) (i) A responsible Class III official not below the rank of JE (P.Way) must invariably accompany a 

lorry during the whole time it is on the rails and he will be responsible for its proper protection and use. If no JE 
is incharge of the length the Divisional Engineer may authorise the Permanent Way Mistry to take charge of 
lorries, provided he is satisfied that the Permanent Way Mistry can be entrusted with this responsibility and is 
conversant with the rules for their working. 

 
(ii) No lorry must be run on the line unless it is accompanied by enough men to lift off readily, and 

in no case should this number be less than six. 
 
(iii)All lorries must be marked with a number, the name of the division to which they are employed and 

the designation of the official authorised to have the custody of it. 
 
(iv) When the line is to be blocked for the running of a lorry, the Engineering Official in charge of 

the lorry must receive from the Station Master a written memorandum, for which signature must be given, stating 
up to what time the line can remain blocked and he is then responsible for clearing the track and information the 
Station Master that he has done so within the time. 

 
(v) Every lorry must carry one ready trimmed lamp showing red both ways and proper standards 

or brackets in additions to what has been prescribed in G.R. 15.20. 
 
(vi)  The person in charge of a lorry on the line will, under all circumstances, be held responsible 

for its use and for knowing when trains are due; and as a special precaution against accident from light engines 
must, when passing a station, enquire from the Station Master whether the line is clear and whether any train is 
expected in either direction. 

 
(4) (i) The authority to use a trolly will be given by the General Manager or by an officer duly authorised 

by him alone, in the form of a trolly pass which must be produced when required. 
 
(ii) No trolly must be placed on the line except under the charge of an officer or class III official 

specially authorised to use a trolly. 
 
(iii) In Case where a person authorised to use a trolly is unable to trolly with it, the trolly may be 

sent over the line in charge of the Head Trollyman. In such cases the trollly must be accompanied by three men in 
addition to the Head Trollyman. Officials when not able to accompany the trolly must give the Head Trollyman a 
written pass stating what verbal instructions have been given. This permission only applies in day light for short 
distances, to sections of the line with flat gradients and easy curves, and that only under exceptional 
circumstances. 

 
(iv) No person without a pass shall be allowed to travel on a trolly unless he is accompanied by a 

railway official holding a trolly pass. 
 
(v) The person in charge of a trolly must, under all circumstances, be held responsible for its use 

and for knowing when trains are due, and as a special precaution against accidents from light engines, etc. must 
when passing a station, enquire from the Station Master whether the line is clear and whether any train is 
expected in either direction. 

 



359 

(vi) When it is not possible to obtain a clear view of the line in front and rear for a distance of 800 
metres by reason of curves cutting, tunnels, fogs, storms, or any other cause, such trolly must be preceded or 
followed or both as the case may be at a distance of 800 metres by a man bearing a red signal, being a red flag by 
day and a red  light by night. 

 
(vii) If the view becomes obscure owing to a fog, dust, storm or any other cause while a trolly is on 

the running line, the trolly must be removed immediately unless running on a blocked section. 
 
(viii) All trollies must in all cases be manned by at least four trolly men exclusive of any flagman who 

may be required for the protection of the same. 
 
(ix) All trollies must be plainly marked with a number and with the official designation of the 

persons for whose use they are supplied. A trolly and its load must not be heavier than four men can lift off the 
line with its wheel attached and two men without the wheels, otherwise it must be of an approved design. 

 
(x) All trollies must be fitted with efficient brake gear and the person in charge will be responsible 

that the brake is in proper order. 
 
(xi) When two trollies are running together in the same direction, particular care must be taken that 

they are kept a sufficient distance apart to allow of the rear trolly being stopped in time if a trolly man should slip 
from the front trolly or if the front trolly should be stopped suddenly for any reason. 

 
On a level or on an up hill gradient there should be a distance of not less than one telegraph post length 

between the trollies, and on a down grade, or with a strong wind behind a distance of not less than two telegraph 
posts length. 

(xii) Whether otherwise protected or not, no trolly shall be placed upon line without a red flag by day, or 
a red lamp by night showing both ways, and conspicuously displayed. The flag shall be placed on a socket, and 
the lamps so placed that they can be readily seen by approaching trains. Persons in charge of the trollies are 
responsible that their lamps are always trimmed and ready for use and that when in use they burn brightly. 

 
(xiii) The pass granted by the General Manager or other authorised officer will authorise the holder to 

have his trolly and men conveyed in any train within the limits specified on the pass, provided that there is room 
in the train, and that the train is not detained thereby. Only one trolly will be carried by any passenger train 
unless there is ample room for more in the brake vans without inconvenience. No trolly must be put on the top of 
luggage or parcels in the brake van, Guards unable to take on a trolly must, if asked to do so, give their reasons 
in writing. 

 
(xiv) (a) No push trolly should be allowed to run during the hours of darkness or during rainy, foggy and 

tempestuous weather between block stations without the authority to proceed, under the system of working being 
in the possession of the official in charge of the trolly. Reception signals for trollies must not be taken ‘OFF’ and 
the official in charge will be responsible for piloting the trolly into the station from the first stop signal. 

 
(b) When permission to proceed cannot be obtained for any reason the line must be blocked by the 

official incharge of the trolly. 
 
In the event of total interruption of communication the official incharge of the trolly may proceed into the 

section on his own responsibility and must take adequate precautions. A man must be sent 800 metres ahead of 
the trolly carrying danger signals and detonators. He must place three detonators 10 metres apart on the line on 
sighting a train or an engine stationing himself 46 metres away from the last detonator in the direction of the 
approaching train/engine. Another man must be deputed to protect the trolly in the rear also in similar manner. 
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(5) (i) (a). A lorry/trolly must not proceed without block protection, into the following sections where 
sharp curves, cuttings etc exits:- 
 
 (i)  Purnea  - Purnea Court 
 (ii)  Saharsa  - Baijnathpur 
 (iii)  Barauni Jn - Tilrath 
 (iv)  Garhara  - Tilrath 
 (v)  Bachwara Jn - Dalsingsari 
 (vi)  Samastipur - Ujiarpur 
 (vii)  Barauni Jn - Teghra 
 (viii)  Samastipur - Muktapur 
 (ix)  Silout  - Narainpur Anant 
 (x)  Muzaffarpur - Narainpur Anant 
 (xi)  Muzaffarpur - Kaparpura 
 (xii)  Muzaffarpur - Ramdayalu Nager 
 (xiii)  Hajipur  - Bidupur 
 (xiv)  Sonpur  - Hajipur 
 (xv)  Bhiknathore - Gaunaha 
  

 (b) (i) While entering or passing through a tunnel, necessary precautions such as lighting up of all 
lights etc., must also be taken by the official in charge of the lorry/trolly. 

 
(ii) Not more than 9 persons inclusive of the lorry/trollymen shall be permitted to be carried on a 

lorry/trolly and in no circumstances this number must be exceeded. 
 
(iii) The maximum number of persons carried shall normally not exceed ten in the case of motor  

trolly (sixteen, in case of TR-D heavey duty motor trolly proceeding for work and eight in the case of push trolly 
(iv) When a lorry/trolly is working on a double line section without block protection the official in 

charge must ensure that the adjacent line under no circumstances is fouled. 
 
(v) All persons authorised to work a lorry/trolly must know the location of spring points wherever 

they exits and also the correct way of negotiating them. 
(vi) Whenever a lorry/trolly is placed on the platform or being loaded in a train or for any other 

purpose, it should invariably be placed parallel to the track, properly locked and in charge of a railway servant. 
It should be so placed as not to come in the way of passengers and prohibited. 

 
(vii) A lorry/trolly must always be pushed and not pulled. Use of sails or any other unauthorised aid 

for their propulsion is strictly prohibited. 
 
(6) (i) Trollies must not be used for the conveyance of persons other than railway officials. 
 
(ii) In special cases magistrates, Police Civil Telegraph, Military and Medical officials or a person 

requiring medical aid may be conveyed by trolly by order of the competent authority after a bond (specimen given 
below) is signed, indemnifying the railway against all liabilities and risks. 

 
(iii) Contractors and their Agents may be conveyed on a trolly in connection with works provided 

they have executed a general indemnity bond similar to the one given in the specimen below. 
 
INDEMNIY BOND IN CONNECTION WITH THE PERMISSION GRANTED TO TRAVEL ON A 

RAILWAY __________TROLLY 
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In consideration of my being granted permission to travel between and_____________on a 
Railway_________________trolly, I hereby undertake and agree that the Railway shall be free from all 
responsibility or liability for any delay or detention or for any injury or loss to me or to any property of 
whatsoever kind accompanying me occasioned during the journey for which the permission is granted or whilst I 
am or the said property is within Railway limits. 

 
I further undertake that I shall not interfere with or obstruct______________on his duties and shall obey 

all reasonable directions he shall give me to be subject to the bye-laws and other general regulations of the 
Railway. 

 
I further undertake to indemnify and keep indemnified and save harmless the Railway Administration for 

and against any loss of or damage done to the property of the Railway through any act or omission on my part or 
on the part of my agents or servants while so travelling on the trolly. 
 

Dated___________________        
      Name________________ 

Witness_________________        
      Designation___________ 

(1)_____________________        
      Address______________ 

(2)_____________________ 
 

( To be executed one rupee stamp paper ) 
 
NOTE:- The staff of the P&T Department be allowed the use of the trollies without execution of any indemnity 

bond as referred above when they travel on duty on trollies provided by Railway Administration for 
maintenance of line along with Railway alignment subject however, to usual conditions. 

 
(7) Use of Private Trollies on the Railway Track:- 
 

(i) All requests from the Public for permission for Private trollies on open lines shall be made to the 
Chief Operations Manager who shall be the determining authority whether such requests can be 
acceded to. 

 
(ii) When licence has been granted to the Manager of the Mill or other Company to run a trolly on the 

way within prescribed limits, the Head trolly man incharge of the trolly shall be a Railway servant 
appointed by the chief Operations Manager on behalf of the General Manager and must hold a 
current competency certificate. The other man required to work the trolly shall be appointed by 
the Mill or the Company concerned. 

 
(iii) All rules and instructions pertaining to the working of departmental trollies shall also apply to 

Private Trollies. The Head Trolleyman shall equip himself with a copy of the G&S Rules and 
other instructions issued by the Railway Administration from time to time for running of trollies 
and he shall give an assurance to the DOM/DSO concerned to the effect that he is conversant with 
all the rules and regulations relating to the working of trollies on the section of line to which the 
Private trolly licence applied. 

 
(iv) A pass should be issued for every private trolly to be kept by the Head Trollyman and shown on 

demand by the Station master or other official of the railway. 
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(v) Generally such licenses shall permit journey on the siding during day light only In no case, shall a 
licence be granted for Journey over areas where passenger trains run. The licences shall always 
be available for production when trolley is in use. 

 
(8) Observation Posts and Lorry/Trolly Signal Stations:- 
 

(i) Where owing to curve, cuttings or other causes, the view of the line is obstructed, manned 
“observation Posts” must be established at such sites as command the best view in both directions 
for the use of Flagmen, thus enabling hand signals being conveyed to the lorry/trolly on line. 

 
(ii) On Special sections, as may be prescribed by the Chief Engineer, disc or ball signals for the use of 

Lorries/Trollies may be installed each such signal station being manned. 
 
15.23. ATTACHMENT TO TRAIN PROHIBITED - No lorry or trolly shall be attached to 

a train. 
 

S.R.15.23(a) Lorries/Trollies shall always be pushed and never pulled. Use of sails or any other 
unauthorised aid for their propulsion is strictly prohibited. 

 
(b) With the consent of train guard, the trolleys may be transported in the brake vans of goods 

train.No train guard of such trains shall refuse to carry the trolly in his brake van except for want of room or 
where being so transported in the brake van ,it is likely to cause damage to the contents of the brake van or cause 
inconvenience or delay .In such a case, the station master shall help loading of the trolley by another train. 

 
(c) Except in grave emergency, trolleys shall not be loaded in brake van of passenger carrying 

trains or in road vans of a van goods train. 
 
(d) In case of emergency such as accident, total failure of communications etc. the Station Master 

shall personally assist in the loading of trolly by first available train as and when ordered by the Chief/Dy. Chief 
Controller. 

 
(e) Trollies can also be loaded in empty trucks or wagon attached to train, provided the Head trolly 

man or any other trolleyman accompanies the trolley  in the truck. 
 
    In case of a trolly being carried in the caboose Brake van on goods train, the trolly and the trollyent 

shall occupy one side of the Brake Van as indicated by the Guard. In the case of general service Brake van the 
trolly and the trollymen shall travel in the body of the Brake van and not in the lobby.  

 
(f) A motor trolly can be loaded either in motor van or empty truck. When a motor trolly is so 

loaded it shall be ensured that the flow of petrol to the carburettor has been cut off, any pressure has been 
released from the tank, the tank is in sound condition and closed by well fittng cap, and the carburettor has 
become completely exhausted.  
15.24. TIME OF RUNNING - A lorry shall ordinarily be run only by day and when the 

weather is sufficiently clear for a signal to be distinctly seen from an adequate distance, 
which shall never  be less than 800 metres. 

 
S.R. 15.24 (i) When it becomes necessary to run a Trolly/Lorry or a Ladder Trolly at night on account of 

emergencies like accidents, or in case or O.H.E. maintenance/repair work it shall be operated only under proper 
line clear or block protection. 
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(ii) During day when due to rain, fog, dust storm or any other cause visibility is impaired a 
trolly/lorry must, without exception, be worked under Block protection or proper line clear. If after a lorry, trolly 
has entered a block section without block protection, the visibility becomes poor and impaired, the official in-
charge should remove it from the lines. 
 

(iii) The lorry shall also be worked under block protection or on proper line clear when it is loaded 
with ails, girders or specially heavy materials which are likely to cause delay in unloading. The engineering 
official in-charge of the lorry shall certify while asking permission from the Station Master to take the lorry in 
block section whether the unloading of rails, girders or other heavy materials will involve delay or not, depending 
on which the Station Master will permit the lorry to enter block section with or without line clear.  

 
(iv) When a lorry/trolly enters the block section without block protection, the officials-in-charge of 

the lorry/trolly shall be personally responsible to see that adequate precautions are taken for protection of the 
lorry/trolly to prevent any unavoidable risk form accident and shall, whenever possible, arrange for the Station 
Master to issue a caution order on Form T-409, warning all the drivers and guards of trains to look out for the 
trolly signals, until intimation is received about the safe arrival of the lorry/trolly at the next station.  

 
(v) No trolly/lorry shall enter a block section during total interruption of communication on a 

single line section except to attend an accident or  to attend faults in tele-communication circuits, or to restore 
communication and normally in such cases the official in-charge in addition to arranging normal protection, 
should also take other precautions under clause (iv) above.  

 
(vi) When on a double/multiple line section, single line working or wrong line working is 

temporarily introduced, the facts shall be communicated in writing on caution order Form T-409 by Station 
Master on duty to the official in-charge of the trolly before permitting it to enter the block section. Official-in-
charge of a trolly should ascertain from the cabinman or station master on duty the where about of the train be is 
likely to encounter on the section and whether normal working is in force on the section to which he is likely to 
enter with his trolly. Every cabinman/Station Master on duty should advise the Official-in-charge of a trolly on 
the condition of the block section ahead.   

 

(vii) A push trolly may, during day time, enter a tunnel without line clear or block protection 
provided that- 
 

(a) visibility is clear 
 

(b) the tunnel is provided with trolly refuges so that the push trolly can be cut off the line, if 
required. 

 

 (c) official-in-charge of the trolly has personally assured himself by checking the position of 
the trains or by posting look-out man that there is no danger of a train entering the 
tunnel when the trolly is inside the tunnel, if necessary by protecting the trolly in 
accordance with rule 3.62 as though the tunnel is obstructed. 

 

 (d) The trolly shall not stop to work on track inside the tunnel or for any other purpose. This 
does not preclude the trolly refugee when provided.  

 

 (e) When entering a cutting or proceeding over a long bridge or curve without line clear or 
block protection the official-in-charge of trolly shall assure himself that no train is likely 
to be met inside the cutting or over the bridge/curve.  

 

 (f) Cycle/moped trollies shall invariably be worked on block protection under the system of 
working on the dangerous section enumerated under S.R. 15.22 (5) (i) (a). 
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15.25. MOTOR TROLLY -  A motor trolly shall  only  be  run  in accordance with special 
instructions. 

 
S.R. 15.25 (1) (i) A motor trolly is a self propelled vehicle which can be readily removed from the track 

by four men. All other self propelled vehicles should not be treated as a motor trolly for the purposes of these 
rules. 

 
(ii) Motor trollies must in all cases be manned by at least four trollymen, exclusive of any flagman, 

who may be required for the protection of the motor trollies 
 
(iii) Each motor trolly must have marked on it a number, the designation of the officer authorised to use, 

it and the code initials of his headquarter station. The trolly must be equipped with efficient brakes and a motor 
horn or whistle, all of which must be in working order before the trolly is used. 

 
A motor trolly issued for the use of a particular official may, however, be used by other officials 

mentioned, in para (vii) below subject to conditions as laid down in para (vi). A motor trolly  should not be used 
without the knowledge of the person to whom issued. 

 
(iv) A motor trolly must not be placed on the line unless it is provided with both night and day 

signals and a chain and padlock for securing the trolly when removed from the line. The day signal is a red flag 
fixed to a shaft placed upright in a socket on the frame of the trolly so as to be clearly visible. The night signal is a 
light similarly placed and showing red to the front and rear. The proper signal must always be exhibited by day 
and night while a trolly is on the line. In addition to the above, 2 hand signal lamps, 2 red flags, one green flag 
and 12 detonators all in good working order and a copy of the Working Time Table in force must always be 
carried on the motor trolly. A head light or powerful torch must also be carried at night. 

 
(v) A motor trolly must always be pushed and not pulled. Use of sails or any other unauthorised 

and for their propulsion are strictly prohibited. 
 
(vi) No railway servant shall be permited to work a motor trolly unless he has been examined and 

certified competent to be in charge of a motor trolly being conversant with the rules for the running of motor 
trollies and also competent to drive a motor trolly. The Controlling Officer in charge shall be responsible for 
examining and issuing competency certificates in following from which shall be valid for a period not exceeding 
one year:- 
 

CERTIFIACTE OF COMPETENCY FOR USE OF MOTOR TROLLY 
 
I, hereby, certify that l have examined Shri_________________________(Name and Designation) in the 
knowledge of rules for the use of Motor Trollies and consider him competent to use the same in accordance with 
rules and regulations affecting the working of motor trollies on line. 
 
Date___________________         
          __________________ 
            
          Controlling Officer. 
 

(vii) All officers of the Engineering, Signal and Telecommunication and Operating departments and 
following categories of inspectors and qualified Motor Trolly Drivers only are permitted to use a motor trolly on 
the line provided they are in possession of competency certificates:- 

 

(a) SE (P.Way). 
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(b) SE (Works). 
 
(c) SE (Signal)/JE (Signal). 
 
(d) Charge hand signal for maintaining in Automatic Signalling territory. 

(viii) Not more than 8 persons inclusive of the Trollymen shall be permitted to be carried on a motor 
trolly and in no circumstances this number must be exceeded. 
(ix) While a motor trolly is running, there must be at least two persons seated in front. 
 

(x) No person other than a Railway Servant may be carried on a motor trolly, unless the rules in 
this respect as laid down in Subsidiary Rules 15.22 (6) are followed. 
 

RUNNING OF MOTOR TROLLIES 
 

(xi) A motor trolly must always be run on block protection in accordance with the system in force 
for the working of trains. 

 
(xii) The persons in charge of a trolly which is proceeding on a paper line clear ticket must sign on 

the inner foil of the Line clear Enquiry Book in token of receipt of the Line Clear Ticket. 
 
(xiii) A motor trolly may be permitted to follow a fully vaccum/air braked train or another motor 

trolly in the same block section during day light hours provided the weather is clear. 
 
When a motor trolly follows a train or another motor trolly, the person in charge of the motor trolly must 

obtain a Trolly permit from the station Master concerned before entering the block section. The trolly permit be 
prepared in duplicate by carbon process. One copy will be retained by the Station Master issuing the permit and 
the other will remain in the custody of the person incharge of the motor trolly and must be made over to the 
Station Master at the next block station in advance. 

 
(xiv) (a) Before issuing a Trolly Permit regular messages, supported by a Private Number in the 

following form must be exchanged between the two station Masters concerned and suitable entries made in the 
Train Register Books in red ink. The office copies of messages issued should be pasted at the relevant pages of the 
Train Register. The block section in which a motor trolly has been permitted to follow a train or another motor 
trolly must not be closed and in Report of the train which is proceeding the motor trolly/motor trollies must not be 
given by the Station Master receiving the train without the signature of the person incharge of the last motor 
trolly in the complete arrival Certificate book. However, the departure and arrival timings of the preceding train 
and the motor trolly/motor trollies shall be given separately on the Block Telephone/Morse telegraph/Control 
Telephone and recorded in the relevant columns of the Train Register. 
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FORM OF MESSAGES 

 
(A) 

 
From Station Master_______________________________Station of Station 

Master_____________Station. No.______________Motor Trolly No_________________in charge of 
(Designation of the official in charge) will follow train No./Motor Trolly No__________________Ex this station 
to yours on the authority of permit No_________________of date_________________. 

 
 
 

             ___________
           

__________ 
Station Stamp           

      Signature of Station Master 
            Date_____________ 
 
 
 

(B) 
 

From Station Master_______________________________Station of Station 
Master_____________Station. No.______________Your No_________________of date_________ note, Motor 
Trolly No__________in charge of (Designation of the official in charge) will follow train No.__________Motor 
Trolly No__________________Section will not be closed till arrival of the Motor Trolly 
No______________Private No_________________. 

 
 

___________           
           _____________ 
Station Stamp           
           Signature of Station Master 
              
           Date_____________ 
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(b) The motor trolly permit shall be issued on prescribed form no T1525 which is reproduced as under in the 
following form:- 
              
            Form No T/1525 
              
            Sr.No.___________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EAST CENTRALRAILWAY 
MOTOR TROLLY PERMIT 

(Original/Duplicate) 
Station________________        

          Date_________20____ 
From Station Master________________ 

 
To_____________________________(Officer In charge) Motor Trolley No________________ 

 
You are permitted to follow Train No_________________/Motor Trolly No________________in Block section 
between Station ______________and station________________which left this station 
at___________hours__________________minutes for station__________________________ 

 
You are also authorised to pass Up/Down________________Signals at ‘ON’ position. 

 
On arrival at___________________Station you are required to hand over this permit to Station 
master_____________ 
 

(xv) The Trolly permit shall be printed in two foils on yellow paper and bound of 50 pages and shall 
be filled in by carbon process. The original foils shall be kept as station record and the second foil shall be 
handed over to the person in charge of the motor trolly, who must sign on the station foil in token of receipt. 
Trolly permit must be preserved at the station for a period of six months. 

 
 (xvi) Whenever a motor trolly reaches a station under an authority to proceed given in accordance 

with any of the above rules the person in charge of the motor trolly must advise the Station Master on arrival and 
will himself sign the In Report. 

 
 (xvii) When a motor trolly follows a train/motor trolly into a block section on a Trolly permit, the 

Station Master must not start any train, in the opposite direction until he has satisfied himself that the following 
motor trolly has cleared the block section. 
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 (xviii) When a motor trolley runs on a line clear, signals must be taken ‘Off’ for the reception or 
despatch of a motor trolly after all the conditions for taking signals ‘off’ as prescribed in G &S. Rules 3.38, 3.39 
& 3.40 are complied with except that on double line sections and on single line where Tokenless Block Working is 
in force the last Stop Signal may not be taken off and action taken as given below:- 

 
 (a) Whenever a motor trolly has to enter a Double Line section or a single line section, 

where Tokenless Block instruments are provided, the Station Master of the block station 
from where the Motor Trolly has to leave, will obtain ‘Line Clear’ from the Station 
Master at the other end of the block section on the block telephone without the operation 
of the block instruments. He will then prepare an authority to enter the block section in 
the prescribed form (as given below) in duplicate and hand over one foil to the person in 
charge duly obtaining his signature in the counterfoils. The Station Masters at both ends 
of the block section shall immediately place the Trolly on Line Cap on the plunger of the 
block instruments to serve as a visual reminder that the section is occupied by a Motor 
Trolly. 

 
Authority for Trolly/Motor Trolly to be used on Single Line Tokenless and Double Line section. 
 

No_________________ 
The official in charge, 
The line between____________________Station and____________________Station has been blocked and you 
are authorised to enter the section with your motor trolly no________________you may pass the Starting Signals 
of this station in “ON” position. 
 
Private No. obtained 
 
Date_____________          
     Station Master___________ 
 
Time____________          
     __________(Station Stamp) 
 

(b) The relevant starting Signals, when free, may be taken Off’ 
 
(c) At the receiving station, the Station Master will arrange for the reception signals to be 

taken ‘Off’ 
 
 (d) On arrival at the other end of the block section, the official in charge of the Motor 

Trolley will deliver the authority to the Station Master with an endorsement to the effect 
that the Motor Trolly has arrived complete and sign with date and time on it. The 
authority will be retained by Station Master and pasted in the Station Diary. The Station 
Master will then clear the block section to the station in rear, supported by a Private 
Number. 

 
 (e) When a Motor Trolly is following a train/motor trolly signals need not to be taken ‘off’ 

and the official in charge shall be personally responsible for the safe movement of the 
motor trolly within station limits. 

 
 (xix)(a) The speed of a motor trolly must on no account exceed 15 kms, per hour over points and 

crossings. This is applicable irrespective of standards of interlocking and whether the points are approached in 



369 

facing or trailling directions and whether the trolly is taking a straight track or turn out. The person in charge of 
the motor trolly shall be responsible for observing this speed restriction. 

 
 (b) When a motor trolly is following a train/motor trolly or running without line clear on double 

line section while approaching a junction/important station and/or stations where the view ahead is not clear, it 
must run so to stop short of the outermost facing points and enter the station yard only after the official incharge 
of the trolly has ascertained the position. 

 
15.25 (2) : RUNNING OF MOTOR TROLLIES ON DOUBLE LINE SECTION 

 
 (i) On a double line section a motor trolly may run without authority to proceed during the day 

time. The following precautions must, however, be taken in such cases:- 
 

(a) The official in charge of the motor trolly must personally enquire from Station Master on 
duty in respect of trains expected from the rear to follow the motor trolly. 

 
(b) Motor trolly must run on the correct line. 
 
(c) The official in charge of the motor trolly must keep a constant look out towards the rear 
. 
(d) No signal must be taken ‘off’ for reception and despatch of motor trollies. 

 
(ii) When a motor trolly is stationary in a block section, necessary precautions for its protections 

must be taken as laid down in G.R. 15.27 by the official in charge. In addition to this, he must ensure while 
working on a double line section that the adjacent line is not fouled. 

 
(iii) When a motor trolly is working on a double line section, Caution Orders must be issued by 

Station Master to the Drivers of trains running on either of the lines. 
 
(iv) If subsequent to a motor trolley having entered a block section without block protection, 

visibility is impaired, the official in charge of the motor trolly should remove it from the line. 
(v) A Motor Trolly must not proceed without block protections into the following sections where 

sharp curve cutting tunnels, bridges, etc. exist:- 
 

  (1)  Purnea  - Purnea Court 
  (2)  Saharsa  - Baijnathpur 
  (3)  Barauni Jn - Tilrath 
  (4)  Garhara  - Tilrath 
  (5)  Bachwara Jn - Dalsingsari 
  (6)  Samastipur - Ujiarpur 
  (7)  Barauni Jn - Teghra 
  (8)  Samastipur - Muktapur 
  (9)  Silout  - Narainpur Anant 
  (10)  Muzaffarpur - Narainpur Anant 
  (11)  Muzaffarpur - Kaparpura 
  (12)  Muzaffarpur - Ramdayalu Nager 
  (13)  Hajipur  - Bidupur 
  (14)  Sonpur  - Hajipur 
  (15)  Bhiknathore - Gaunaha 
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(vi) (a) While entering or passing through a tunnel necessary precautions such as lighting up all lights, 
etc., must also be taken by the official in charge of the motor trolly. 

 
(b) While approaching a level crossing the official incharge of the lorry/trolly motor trolly, must 

look out for road traffic and ensure safe passage of his vehicle. 
 
(vii) When two or more motor trollies follow one another particular care must be taken that they are 

kept at a sufficient distances apart to allow of the rear motor trolly being stopped in time. On a level or on an up 
hill gradient there should be a distance of not less than one telegraph post length between the trollies and on a 
down grade or with a strong with behind a distance of not less than two telegraph posts length. 

 
One Trollyman of the leading motor trolly should sit in the rear with necessary danger hand signals to 

stop the following motor trolly/trollies in case of any emergency. 
 
(viii) If a motor trolly should fail in the block section and be unable to move, the person in charge must 

remove it from the line and send a certificate to the nearest Station Master; that the trolly has been removed from 
the line and the block section is clear for passage of trains. If the trolly is proceeding on a Token/Tablet or Trolly 
permit the same must accompany the certificate sent to the Station Master. If it is possible to push the motor 
trolly, it must be pushed into the nearest station so as to clear the block section in the minimum time, the 
precautions detailed in G.R. 6.05 being taken. 

 
(ix) In the event of total interruption of communication the official in charge of the motor trolly may 

proceed into the block section if considered necessary and must take adequate precautions. A man must be sent 
800 metres ahead of the motor trolly carrying danger signals and detonators. He must place three detonators 10 
metre apart on the line on sighting a train or an engine stationing himself 46 metres away from the last detonator 
in the direction of the approaching train/engine. Another man must be deputed to protect the motor trolly in rear 
also in similar manner. 

 
(x) Whenever a motor trolly is placed on the platform for being loaded in the train or for any other 

purpose, it should invariably be placed parallel to the track, properly locked and in charge of a railway servant. 
It must be so placed as not to come in the way of passengers and railway staff. 

 
(xi) Running of motor trollies on sections worked on Automatic Block system on single line. 

 
(a) All motor trollies running on the sections must be insulated. 
 
(b) All transactions in regard to the running of motor trollies must be entered in the Train 

Signal Register. 
(c) No motor trolly shall be placed on the line unless permitted by the Station Master on 

duty. 
 

The official incharge of the motor trolly before placing the trolly on the line shall inform the Station 
Master on duty in writing giving of the number of the motor trolly, designation of the official incharge, and 
whether he has to work in the section or he intends to run through the next station. 
 

(d) The Station Master on duty on receipt of information from the trolly user shall inform the 
section controller who will authorise him as well as the station master on duty of the 
station in advance after ensuring that there is no train moving form the opposite 
direction. The Station Master concerned should block the section in which the motor 
trolly is to work/run through when clear of trains, confirming the same by exchange of 
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private number. The direction of traffic shall not be established and all transaction shall 
be done on telephone connected with adjacent station. 

 
(e) The official incharge of the motor trolly shall then be authorised to enter the section by 

means of authority in the following form:- 
 
 
No________________ 
 
The official in charge 
 
The line between_____________Station and_________________Station has been blocked and you are 
authorised to enter the section with your motor trolly No_________________you may pass the Starter signal of 
this station in the ‘ON’ position. 
 
Date_________________       Station Master_________ 
Time________________       Station Stamp)___________ 
 
Private No. given by the Station Master in advance. 
 

In case it is not possible for the Station Master to permit the motor trolly to enter the section, he will 
make endorsement to this effect on the memo served to him by the official incharge. 
 

(f) On such section motor trolly may be permitted to follow a fully vaccum/air braked train 
on the authority of motor trolly permit as per procedure laid down in the Subsidiary Rule 
No. 15.25 (1) (xii) (xiii) (xiv) (a), (b) (xv), (xvi) (xvii) and (xviii) (b). 

 
(g) When a motor trolly is running in accordance with the procedure laid down in paragraph 

(e) and (f) receptions signals shall not be taken ‘Off’. The official in charge of the trolly 
shall be personally responsible for the same movement of the motor trolly within station 
limits and he should enter the station yard cautiously. 

 
(h) While running motor trollies in accordance with para (e) & (f), safety collars with the 

legend “Motor Trolley on line” shall be hung on the station panel. 
 
S.R. 15.25 (3) RAIL MOTOR UNITS 
 

(i) A self propelled motor vehicle which cannot be readily lifted off the track and exceeds 280 kg. In 
weight must be deemed a Rail Motor Unit for the purpose of these rules. 

 
(ii) Rail Motor Units are of two kinds Viz. the Jeep Rail Motor Unit and the Ford Rail Patrol Unit. 

The Jeep Rail Unit is fitted or can be, fitted with a turning device. In the case of Ford Rail Patrol 
Units these are too heavy to be fitted with the turning device and accordingly they are required to 
be run as a double unit coupled back to back. When no turning device is fitted to a Rail Motor 
Unit journeys to a point where the unit cannot be turned for the return trip should be avoided as 
much as possible unless such journeys are short one. In such case the return jounry in reverse 
gear must be performed at a speed not exceeding 25 Km an hours, Such return journeys in reverse 
gear must not, however, be performed by night except in case of special emergencies such as 
mentioned in S.R. 15.25 (3) (X). 
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(iii) Rail Motor Units must be in the charge of officers to whom they are allotted and such officers will 
be responsible for the proper maintenance and operations of the units in their charge. 

 
(iv) Each Rail Motor Unit must have a qualified Mechanic Driver to operate and maintain the until so 

that it can be available for the use of other officers as required. The Mechanic Driver must be 
given the necessary training in the rule for working of trains, signals and points as provided for in 
the General and Subsidiary Rules before he is authorised to operate a Rail Motor Unit on the 
open line. In addition he should be required to gain a satisfactory knowledge of the section over 
which the Rail Motor Unit will operate and must be examined and certified competent to be in 
charge of the Rail Motor unit by a joint certificate of proficiency must be in the form given below 
and must be signed by the Divisional Operating Manager and Divisional Mechanical Engineer 
concerned and countersigned by the Chief passenger Traffic manager and the Deputy Chief 
Mechanical Engineer (Running):- 

 
Certified that___________________(Name)_________________(Designation) is competent to maintain 

mechanically and run a Rail Motor Unit. He has also been examined in rules pertaining to the system of working, 
signalling and the working of trains generally including Rail Motor Unit and has shown knowledge of a standard 
sufficient to permit him being placed in independent. Charge of a self propelled vehicle on the open line. 
 
_________________________      _______________________ 
Divisional Mechanical Engineer      Divisional Operating Manager 
 
_______________________      _______________________ 
Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer (R)      Chief Passenger Traffic 
Manager 
 
Dated_________________      Dated___________________ 
 
 
 

(v) Each Rail Motor Unit must have marked on it a number, the designation of the officer authorised 
to use it and the code initials of his head quarters station. The number in each case must be 
allotted by the Chief Mechanical Engineer who must ensure that the Rail Motor Unit is equipped 
with efficient brakes, head lights which must not be less than one and a motor horn all of which 
must be in thorough working order before the units is used. The Chief Mechanical Engineer must 
also determine the seating capacity of each Rail Motor Unit which must be clearly painted on the 
unit. 

 
(vi) Each Rail Motor Unit must be equipped with a set of two red and green hand signal flags, two 

hand signal lamps and a case containing twelve fog signals together with a Fog Signal Register. 
The officer in charge of the Rail Motor Unit is responsible for ensuring that this equipment is 
complete. A hand signal lamp must be fixed to the rear of the vehicle at night to show a red signal 
to the rear and to function in the same way as a tail lamp on the last vehicle of a train. The fog 
signals must be tested periodically by the officer in charge of the Rail Motor Unit and the result 
must be recorded in the Fog Signal Register. The Mechanic Driver must be tested periodically in 
the correct use of fog signals in an emergency. 

 
(vii) Before the commencement of a journey the mechanic Driver must ensure that there is sufficient 

petrol, oil and water for the journey and that the Motor is in good running order. He must also 
ensure that the head lights are in good working order for use by night. 
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(viii) The running Rail Motor Units shall be subject to the General and Subsidiary Rules for the 
working of train between two block stations. For the purpose of these rules a Rail Motor Unit 
shall constitute a train. On controlled sections no Rail Motor Unit must be permitted to leave a 
block station without the prior consent of the Section Controller on duty. A Rail Motor unit must 
take priority over working ballast trains but will not have priority over through or express goods 
trains in the order of precedence of trains unless the Rail Motor Unit is proceeding to the site of 
an accident or for any other emergency when it must take the same priority as an Accident Relief 
Train. 

 
(ix) No person other than the officer to whom a Rail Motor Unit has been allotted and the Mechanic 

Driver must be permitted to operate the unit. Officers operating Rail Motor Units personally must 
also hold a competency certificate similar to that issued to Mechanic Drivers as in such cases the 
responsibility normally devolving on the Mechanic Driver rests with them. No person other than 
those who are specially authorised in writing by the officer to whom the unit is allotted shall be 
permitted to travel on these units. The officer in charge shall also be responsible for seeing that 
the Rail Motor Units is not loaded beyond the seating capacity. 

 
(x) A Rail Motor Unit must not enter a block section without a recognised authority to proceed except 

in case of special emergency such as:- 
 

(a) Proceeding to the site of an accident. 
(b) On patrol duties during emergency. 

 
NOTE:- In such case the Rail Motor Unit must be in charge of an officer holding competency certificate referred 

to in S.R. 15.25 (3) (iii) and (iv) above it shall be the personal responsibility of this officer to see that all 
necessary safety precautions are taken. 

 
(xi) Should the Rail Motor Unit fail in the block section and be unable to move the procedure outlined 

in General Rule 6.06 as for disabled trains must be followed. If it is possible to push the Rail 
Motor Unit this should be pushed in to the nearest station, the assistance of gang man being 
enlisted, if necessary, so as to clear the block section in the minimum time, precautions as laid 
down in General Rule 6.05 being taken. 

 
(xii) Rules for running Tower wagons/Rail cars/and Air-compressors-Tower wagons/Rail cars and Air 

compressors shall be treated and worked as trains and the same rules will apply for their 
reception, despatch, shunting and stabling, etc., as for trains. Tower wagons can not operate 
mechanical treadle, hence as in the case of motor trollies, it may not always be possible to obtain 
Line Clear on block instruments in which case Line Clear may be obtained on other electric 
speaking instrument but always confirmed by private number and authority to proceed given in 
writing and same procedure followed as in the case of motor trollies.  

 
15.26. PROTECTION OF TROLLY ON THE LINE - The qualified person in charge of a 

trolly shall, before leaving a station ,ascertain the whereabouts  of all approaching 
trains, and shall , when  a  clear view is not obtainable for an adequate distance.- 

   
(a) on a single line, in both directions, or 
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(b) on  a double line, in the direction from  which  trains  may approach, take  such 
precautions for the protection of his  trolly  as may be prescribed by special 
instructions. 

 
S.R. 15.26 – The qualified persons in charge of Trolly/Lorry/Motor Trolly shall be responsible for its 

safe working from the time it is placed on line till the time it is removed from the line. When two or more qualified 
persons are driving on a trolly, the person operating the trolly shall be responsible for its safe working and also 
for detention to any train caused by delay in clearing it off the track or in clearing the section.  
15.27. PROTECTION OF LORRY ON THE LINE - 
 

(1) Whenever it is proposed to place a lorry, whether  loaded  or empty  on  the line, 
the line shall, if it is possible to  do  so, without  interference with the working of 
trains, be blocked  under the rules for working of trains. 

 
(2) Except under approved special instructions, when the line has not been so blocked 

and a lorry whether loaded or empty is placed on the line, the lorry shall be 
protected  
 
(a) on double line, by one or two men as required, at a distance of 600 metres 

on the Broad Gauge and 400 metres on the Metre  Gauge and the Narrow 
Gauge, carrying a banner flag across the track  and another  man plainly 
showing a Stop hand signal at a distance  of not  less than 1200 metres on 
the Broad Gauge and 800  metres  on the  Metre  Gauge  and the Narrow 
Gauge from the  lorry  in  the direction from which trains may approach, or 

 
(b) on single line, by one or two men as required ,following  and preceding  the  

lorry at a distance of 600 metres on  the  Broad Gauge  and  400  metres  on  
the  Metre  Gauge  and  the   Narrow Gauge, carrying   a banner flag across 
the track and  another  man plainly showing a Stop hand signal at a distance 
of not less than 1200 metres on the Broad Gauge and 800 metres on the 
Metre Gauge and the Narrow Gauge from the lorry on either side. 

 
(3) Each man so following or preceding the lorry at a  distance of  1200 metres on the 

Broad Gauge and 800 metres on the Metre Gauge and the Narrow Gauge shall be 
provided with detonators and place three on the line, 10 metres apart, immediately  
the lorry comes to a stand for the purpose of either unloading or loading or should 
any train be seen approaching ,and continue to display the Stop hand signals. 

 
(4) The man or men carrying the banner flag  shall  immediately fix the banner flag 

across the track immediately the lorry comes to a stand or a train is seen  
approaching  and  continue  to display the Stop hand signal. 
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(5) In all cases where the Flagmen in advance or in rear  cannot be  kept in view from 
the lorry, additional intermediate  Flagmen shall be posted to relay the signals. 

 
(6) The Stop Signals and detonators shall not be removed until the Flagmen have 

received the orders to withdraw them from the official-in-charge of the lorry. 
 
S.R. 15.27 (1)(i) A lorry shall normally be run during day-light hours.  
 
(ii) There must be a red flag on the lorry itself by day, and a lamp or lamps ready, trimmed, so as to 

show a red light both ways in tunnels or at night. As soon as a lorry has been removed from the rail, and placed 
clear of the line the red flag or lamps as the case may be, must be removed; but care must be taken that this is not 
done before the line has been cleared of all obstructions, and until the line has been so cleared, the flag or lamps 
must be conspicuously displayed. 

(iii) A lorry may be worked without block protection when the official-in-charge before putting a 
lorry on the line, has ascertained from the Station Master on duty whether line clear can be obtained for the lorry 
without causing detention to a train and if no detention would be caused, line clear should be obtained. If line 
clear cannot be obtained without causing detention to a train, the official-in-charge of the lorry after considering 
the urgency of the work to be done, should decide whether to place the lorry on the line without line clear being 
obtained or wait until line clear can be obtained for it.  

 
(2) (a) Before obtaining line clear, the official in charge of a lorry must advise the Station Master  

  whether it is his intention:- 
 

to return to the station. 
 
to run to the other end of the block section, or 
 
to remove the lorry in mid section. 

 
(b) The lorry must run under block protection in the circumstances mentioned under SR 15.22 (1) (c). 
 
(c) On section where control working is in force. Station Masters shall advise Controllers of the 

running of lorries to enable them to make the necessary arrangements. 
 
(d) While working on a double or multiple line section the adjacent lines should under no 

circumstances be allowed to be fouled. When lorries enter a section having two or more adjacent 
lines a  caution order shall be issued not only to driver of trains proceeding on the same line but 
also to the Driver of trains running by the adjacent line. 

 
(e) When granting permission to a lorry for working at a station, Station Master shall take care to 

properly block the relevant running line, if possible, by setting the points against the line and 
clamping and padlocking the same and putting safety collars on the relevant levers. When a 
Trolly/Lorry is standing on a running line in a Station Yard it shall be protected by banner flags 
placed at an adequate distance supplemented by three detonators on other sides. 

 
(f) Except when otherwise specifically permitted Trolly/Lorry Motor-trolly shall run only in the 

direction as permitted for the train. On multiple line sections Trolly/Lorry, shall move without line 
clear only by the outermost lines. Having entered the section on a particular line, no motor trolly 
or lorry shall be cut and placed on any other line except with the specific permission of the Station 



376 

Master controlling entry in the block section. When within Station limit, no lorry shall even foul a 
line for which specific written order has not been obtained from the Station Master. 

 
(g) If a lorry has to enter a section or over long sidings for loading/unloading without line clear or 

without the line having been blocked, the lorry shall be protected in accordance with Rule 15.27 
(2), (3), (4), (5) and (6). As soon as the flagman observes a train approaching towards the lorry, 
he will relay the information by blowing the whistle which shall be provided to him for this 
purpose or by waving red hand signals vigorously so that the lorry can be removed from the track. 
He shall immediately take steps to stop the train as per Rule 3.62 i.e., he will place three fog 
signals each 10 metres a part at the very place where he is and proceed towards the lorry to place 
one fog signal 400 metres a way from those three fog signals. If the lorry has, in the meantime, 
been cut off clear of the track the last fog signal shall be removed. 

 
(3) (a) When a lorry is to enter a block section without line clear, the official in charge must prepare in 

triplicate Trolley/Lorry/OHE ladder Trolley notice on prescribed form no T/1518 and make it 
over to the Station Master on duty. The station Master on duty must fill in necessary particulars, 
and retain one copy and make over the other two, to the official in charge. 

 
(b) Until the “lorry removed from section” Signal has been despatched and received, both Station 

Master must issue caution orders to the Drivers of all trains entering the section on which the 
lorry is working. All trains booked to run through and extra special and other irregular trains 
must be stopped at the station in order that this advice may be given. 

 
(c) Lorries must be moved clear of the main line or, if within station limits, of the line on which a 

train is to run, at least 15 minutes before the train is due. 
 
(d) On completion of work, the lorry removal report must be completed and handed over to the 

Station Master concerned and his acknowledgement obtained. 
 
(e) The official in charge must protect the lorry as described below; the issue of Caution Orders by 

Station master to Driver in no way relieves him of this duty:- 
 

(i) on the double line, by a man either following or proceeding the lorry at a distance of not 
less than 800 metres in the direction in which trains may approach and showing a red 
banner flag. 

 
(ii) on the single line by a man following and a man preceding the lorry at a distance of not 

less than 800 metres and showing a red banner flag. 
 
(f) Each man following or preceding the lorry must be equipped with detonators and place three on 

the line, ten metres apart:- 
 

(i) immediately the lorry comes to a stand for any purpose including that of unloading or 
loading material, he must continue to show the red banner signal and keep the detonators 
on the line until he receives an order from the official in charge to withdraw the signal ; or 

 
(ii) should any train be seen approaching, he must exhibit the red banner signal until such time 

as the lorry has been removed from the track and intimation has been received from the 
official in charge to withdraw the signal. 
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(g) In all cases where the Flagman in advance or in rear cannot be kept in view from the lorry, 
additional intermediate Flagman must be posted to relay the signals. 

 
(4) (i) When a lorry/trolly is required to work on the line within station limit such work must not start 

unless the official in charge of the lorry/trolly has received written permission from the station 
Master who must not give such permission unless he is in a position to permit the work being 
taken up. The official incharge of trolly/lorry must send to the Station Master a written advice in 
duplicate in the following form. 

 
  On copy of the advice must be signed by the Station Master in token of such permission and return to the 
official incharge of the lorry/trolly. In case the Station Master for the any reason is not in a position to give such 
permission he shall make an endorsement to that effect in both the copies. 
 
Lorry/Trolly No______________being required to run on_________________line/s, 
in_____________between______________hours and_______________hours. There will be no interference with 
the working of trains or shunting operations. 
 
----------------- 
Station Master           
           ___________________ 
              
           Official in charge Lorry/Trolly 
 
Date_____________          
           Date___________ 
Time_____________          
           Time___________ 

(ii) Within station yards, the Flagman must exhibit danger signals at such distance on each 
side as will ensure safety. When a lorry is required to remain stationary within station 
limits for any time exceeding 15 minutes, it must be protected by red banner flags placed at 
an adequate distance supplemented by three detonators on either side. 

 
(5) While a lorry is working on line the Station Master must issue Caution Orders to Driver of all 

trains entering the block section. On the double line Caution orders should be issued to both to Up 
and Down trains indicating the line on which the lorry working. 

 
(6) Instructions contained in the S.R. 15.22 (4) (xi) shall also apply to lorries. 
 
(7) Working of Material trolly/lorry on section provided with continues track circuiting including 

Automatic Block section. 
 

(i) The instructions contained in S.R. 15.27 (1) to (6) shall also apply for working of material 
trolly/lorry on the sections. 

 
(ii) During the period the material trolly or lorry is working on line all train shall be worked 

on paper line clear and caution orders shall be issued to driver of all trains. 
 
15.28. LORRIES AND TROLLIES OUT OF USE - A lorry or trolly when not in use, shall 

be placed clear of the line, and the wheels thereof be secured with a chain and padlock.  
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S.R. 15.28. (i) Whenever a trolly/Lorry is placed on the platform for being loaded on a train or for 

any other purpose, it shall invariably be placed parallel to the track properly chained and locked and in proper 
charge of a Railway staff. It should be placed as not to come in the way of passengers or Railway staff or infringe 
the standard moving dimension:  

 
(ii) When not kept on platform but taken out of a cess, trolly refuge, level crossing etc., they should 

also be kept parallel to the track clear of standard moving dimension.  
 
(iii) As soon as a trolly is removed from the track and placed clear of it, the red flag or light shall be 

removed, but care should be taken that this signal is not taken “off” before the line has been cleared of all 
obstructions. 

 

 

……….. 
 

 


