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The case of derailment of NMG Coach in Delhi Division/NR on 25.10.2024 was
discussed in the Board meeting held on 30.'10.2024 and the following decision was
taken:.

a. ln case of NMG trains, it must be ensured that side buffers are maintained
properly. Appropriate instructions detailing precautions to be observed be
issued.

b. While forming the hain with NMG coaches with screw coupling, the couplers
should be properly tightened.

ln this regard, RDSO has issued instructions regarding the Maintenance of side
buffers (lCF coaches) vide letter under reference (ii) above which may be referred for
the maintenance of the NMG side buffers also.

All Zonal Railways are advised to ensure that the above Board's instructions are
immediately implemented in all workshops and depots.
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Copy to:
- PCMEs/ All Zonal Railways- for kind information and necessary action

please.
- PED/RS/RDSO - for kind information and necessary action please.

General Managers,
All Zonal Railways

Sub: Board Meeting held on 30.10.2024- lssue related to derailment of NMG
coaches.

Ref: RDSO letter no. MC/BLB dated 30.10.2024.



No. MC/ BLB                                                                               Dated: 30.10.2024 

egkizcU/kd ¼;kaf=d½ 

1-   e/; jsyos] N=ifr f’kokth VfeZul] eqEcbZ& 400 001- 

2- iwoZ jsyos] Qs;jyh Iysl] dksydkrk & 700 001- 

3- mRrj jsyos] cM+kSnk gkml] ubZ fnYyh & 110 001- 

4- nf{k.k jsyos] ikdZ Vkmu] psUubZ & 600 003- 

5-   nf{k.k e/; jsyos] jsy fuyk;e] fldUnjkckn&500 071- 

6- nf{k.k iwoZ jsyos] xkMZsu jhp] dksydkrk & 700 043- 

7- iwoksZRrj jsyos] xksj[kiqj & 273 012- 

8-   iwoksZRrj lhekUr jsyos] ekyhxkWao] xqokgkVh & 781 011- 

9- if’pe jsyos] ppZxsV] eqEcbZ & 400 020- 

10- iwoZ e/; jsyos] gkthiqj & 844 101- 

 

11- iwoZ rVh; jsyos] chMh, jsaVy dkyksuh] jsyos dkEIysDl] 

pUnz’ks[kjiqjk] Hkqous’oj] mM+hlk & 751 016- 

12- mRrj e/; jsyos] gkfLVax jksM] bykgkckn &211 001- 

13- mRrj if’pe jsyos] t;iqj & 302 006- 

14- nf{k.k if’pe jsyos] gqcyh & 580 023- 

15- if’pe e/; jsyos] tcyiqj & 482 001- 

16- nf{k.k iwoZ e/; jsyos] vkj bZ vkfQl dkEIysDl] fcykliqj & 495 

004- 

17-  dksad.k jsyos dkiksZjs’ku fy-]dkiksZjsV vkfQl] csykiqj    

    Hkou] uoh eqEcbZ & 400 614- 

 

 

Sub: Maintenance of side buffers (ICF coaches). 

 

Proper maintenance of side buffers (ICF coaches) is essential for reliability in train 

operation. In this regard, it is to advise that maintenance instructions for side buffers (ICF 

coaches) are placed in chapter 9, page 5 to 8 of CAMTECH maintenance manual for B G 

coaches of ICF design. However, the important maintenance instructions are reiterated 

below for necessary compliance.  

 

A. Inspection and Maintenance in Workshops (Schedule: Every POH)   

 

1. After dismantling, cleaning of the components by any suitable method (Bosch 
tanks, hot water jet etc.) thoroughly before inspection and check for cracks, 
distortions, wear, corrosion & pitting. Further, the components worn beyond limit are 
to be discarded. Wear limits for various components are contained in table given 
below: 
 

Wear limits for Buffer Casing 
 

Wear 
location 

Wear 
limit 

Suggested 
gauge 

Buffer casing body wall 
thickness  
11.5 mm 

5.5 mm in 
wall thickness 

Inside micrometer 

Fixing hole in  the base 
26 mm dia 

2 mm on dia 28 mm flat 

 
 

Wear limits for Buffer Plunger 
 

Wear 
location 

Wear 
limit 

Suggested 
gauge 

Buffer plunger tube wall 
thickness 9 mm 

4mm Micrometer 

Plunger face/face plate 
19 mm 

11 mm  1905 mm curvature 
gauge with depth 
measurement 

 



 

Wear limits for Buffer Spindle 

Wear 
location 

Wear 
permitted 

Suggested No Go 
gauge 

Buffer spindle  body  
40 mm dia 

5 mm 35 mm snap 

Threads M 39 0.5 mm  Thread profile gauge 
 

2. Maintenance of Buffer Pad Assembly: 
i. Buffer pads should invariably be changed as a set at every alternate 

POH.The set should not be formed from different supplies. 
ii. Free height of a set of buffer pad pack to is to be measured and if required, 

parting plates to be added so that it should be in the range of   484 +/- 2 mm. 
iii. Furthermore, the pads should be checked every POH for perishing or 

permanent set to a length below 424 mm. Individual  pad as per RDSO Drg. 
no. SK-K2048 (Copy attached) to be tested and same should be more than 
106 mm . Rubber buffer pads are to be procured and used as a pack from 
approved suppliers. 

 

3. The dimension of Recoil Spring should be maintained as 78 mm (RDSO Sketch- 

98145 is attached). 
 

4. Check the destruction tube for bulging, corrosion. Replace the damaged/corroded 
destruction tube 

 

5. The Disk lock washer(M-24), Nylock nut (M-24) &Hex HD Bolt (M-24x90) required to 
be replaced with new during overhauling. 

 

B. Examination and Repair Practice in Carriage Maintenance Depot (in Schedule –

A&B and IOH) 
 

1. During maintenance at Carriage maintenance depot, examination and repair of 
buffer assembly required to be done as follows: 

 

i. Checking of tightness of buffer fixing bolts, drooping of buffers and 
slackness in   buffer plunger to ensure destruction tubes are not 
damaged. 
 

ii. The projection of buffer from head should be within 600 mm to 635 mm. 
 

iii. Inspect buffer plunger face plate for wear and profile. 
 

2. During maintenance at Schedule A & B following shall be examined and repaired: 
 

i. Visually examine buffer plungers for damage/drooping/stroke length. 
 

ii. Examine buffer mounting bolts, attend if necessary. 
 

iii. Examine buffer casing for cracks/ damage. 
 

iv. Greasing shall be done on buffer plunger and face plate of buffer.  
 

Zonal Railways are required to ensure compliances of above instructions as well 

as other instructions stipulated in the CAMTECH Manual for ensuring reliability of the 

side buffer in train operation.  

DA: As above.                                                          

 (A.K.Singh)  

                                               Executive Director Standard/Carriage 

 

CC: EDME/Chg./RB: For kind information 

ANIL KUMAR 
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