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No. 1965/W2/QR/72     New Delhi, dated 27.10.66.

The General Managers,
All Indian Railways, etc.

  Sub: Improvement to old type quarters – provision of basic amenities.

  During Board’s meeting with Chief Engineer in 1965, it was generally
represented by the Railways that the existing allocation towards improvements to old type
quarters is inadequate to meet the requirements of Railway, and that this needs to be
enhanced.

2. It is seen that in the past, improvement to staff quarters was being carried out in
almost all cases as small works costing less that Rs. 25000 each and forming a part of
“Staff Amenities” under Demand No. 13-A.  At the time of allocation of funds under the
sub-head, the Railways have been generally giving higher priority to other items with the
result that the amount available for improvement to staff quarters was very small in most
cases.  Provision of basic amenities in old type quarters over the Railways has consequently
been making very poor progress leaving a large backlog.  The position is more acute on
some of the Railways, e.g. NER, NFR and SER.

3. The Board desire that this item of work, namely, provision of the basic amenities
as noted below:

i. Kitchen;
ii. Individual bath room;
iii. Community or individual latrine as convenient; and
iv. Basic ventilation arrangements.

should be given a higher priority in future by all the Railways so as to complete the residual
works within the next few years.  To ensure this the following steps may be taken from the
financial year 1967-68 onwards and till provision of basic amenities in all quarters on the
Railway has been completed-

(i) Of the available funds under the sub-head “Staff Amenities” under
Demand No. 13, at least 20% should be utilized exclusively for
improvement to staff quarters

(ii) In addition to the above, at least 10% of the allotment of funds to staff
quarters under Demand No. 15 should be utilized on a planned basis for
improvements to provide basic amenities in old and deficient quarters.

4. You are requested to acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Sd/
(B.S.D. Balinga)

Director Civil Engineering,
Railway Board.
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