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Sub: Method Statements and adequate supervision during launching PSC Girders.

Ref: 1. Rly Bd L No. 2005/CE-I/ BR-IV8 dated 28.05.2009
2. Rly.Bd L No. 2009/CE-VBRO/194lDesign dtd03.04.2012
3. Rly.Bd L No. 2013/CE-III/BR/RDSOAvIiso dated 11.08.2014

Large scale construction of new Infrastructure is taking place on Indian Railways.
Recently, construction manual has also been issued by Railway Board where compilation of
available good practices has been done for the guidance of construction officials.

2.0 In one of the railway, PSC girder has fallen down at site during the execution of elevated
sub-urban corridor on road. The PSC girder was having non-std. span 40.0 m and casting was done
above the bed block level to enable pre-stressing of PSC girder. The falling of girder took place
during lowering of girder.

3.0 The choice of adopting a span on a railway project depends on local conditions. As per
available guidelines Standard PSC slabs/girders are to be provided up to 24.4 m span and only
Composite / Steel Girders are to be provided above 24.4 m of span on techno-economic
considerations. However, PSC Girders (Non-Standard) are still being used on some of the projects
by the railways. Standard spans of steel are generally available and can be made available for
restoration in case of damage to girders provided. Restoration, during emergencies, of non-
standard spans therefore, can be difficult and time consuming There are associated issues of
quality of construction & safety during launching of heavy girders which needs to be given due
importance during the planning and execution.

4.0 In exceptional cases, non-standard girders can be provided with the specific approval of
CAO(Cy PCE and the girders should be casted on ground (preferably in casting yard) to ensure
proper supervision for quality and launching to be done as per approved launching scheme with
adequate safeguard to safety e.g capacity and calibration certification of jacks, capacity of the
Crane, chains /slings, packing, nomination of railway supervisor at work site, provision of web
camera for recording and live feed etc . The launching methodology, duly examined by consultant
& proof consultant, should be approved minimum at the level of Chief Engineer/C who shall
ensure that adequate safety protocol, with independent third party safety supervision, is included in
the method statement.

1. Principle cheif Engineers, All ZonalRailways.
2. P ED /Infra-II, RD S O for Information.
3. DG/IRICEN for information please.
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Room No. 109-A, Rail Bhawan, New Delhi-110001.








