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Preserving IR’s Heritage

Indian Railways have a glorious history and rich heritage 

spanning over 150 years. The advent of Railways in India 

has influenced the social, economic and cultural fabric of the 

country.  The Indian Railways have been and continue to be 

the Lifeline of the Nation.

The National Rail Museum was set up at New Delhi in 

1971 to showcase its vibrant and rich history. The Museum 

houses extensive collection of history, heritage, romance and 

nostalgia of India’s rail heritage through its life size exhibits in 

the open area ranging from vintage steam, diesel and electric 

locomotives, coaches, saloons, wagons and cranes dating as 

far back as 1862. One of the exhibits housed earlier was the 

‘Guinness Book of World Record’ holder steam locomotive 

‘Fairy Queen’ manufactured in 1855  which is the oldest steam 

locomotive in working order and is used for tourist services 

from Delhi. Other prime exhibits include the steam locomotive 

‘Ramgotty’ of 1862, priceless saloons of royalty, ‘Patiala State 

Monorail train’ of 1907, a ‘Fireless Locomotive’ and the ‘Morris 

Fire Engine’ of 1914. The indoor gallery has a vast collection 

of working and stationary models, miniature train systems and 

rail equipment of historical importance. The ‘Rail Archives’ 

unfolds the evolution and expansion of the Railways in India.  

The Museum also has video films, joy-train ride, cafeteria and 
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special facilities for the physically handicapped. A state-of-the-

art Auditorium with a capacity of 194 seats in the Museum 

complex provides facilities for holding conferences, film 

projections and stage shows. The Museum is a prime attraction 

on the tourist circuit of Delhi. The Museum is accessible on the 

internet through website www.nationalrailmuseum.org and 

www.nrm.indianrailways.gov.in

Encouraged by its success, Regional Rail Museums at 

Kolkata, Chennai, Nagpur and Mysore have also been set up. 

A Rail  Museum at Lonavala for Western Region is also being 

set up.  In addition a Mini-Museum has also been set up at 

‘Ghoom’ on the Darjeeling Himalayan Railways.

‘Garratt’-built in 1930, the heaviest steam loco ever used on IR, capable of 
hauling 2400t on a 1 in 100 gradient.
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Four sites of Indian Railways have been declared as  ‘World 

Heritage Site’ by the UNESCO - Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 

(DHR) inscribed in 1999, Mumbai CST building inscribed in 

2004, Neelgiri Mountain Railway (NMR) inscribed in 2005 

and Kalka Shimla Railway (KSR) inscribed in 2008.


