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Security

Railway Protection Force (RPF) is an ‘Armed Force of the 
Union’, constituted under the Railway Protection Force Act, 1957 
(as amended from time to time), for better protection and security 
of Railway property, passenger areas and passengers. The Force 
is empowered under the Railways Act, 1989 to deal with offences 
such as unauthorized alarm chain pulling, roof travelling, touting, 
ticketless travel, unauthorized entry into coaches earmarked for 
ladies, unauthorized vending, trespass etc. and under the Railway 
Property (Unlawful Possession) Act to deal with offences related to 
unlawful possession of railway property.

Sanctioned staff strength of the RPF is 74,538. The 
administrative set-up of the RPF is on the same pattern as that 
of Indian Railways. RPF has also got Special Force viz., Railway 
Protection Special Force (RPSF) which is organized on battalion 
pattern. At present there are 12 battalions of RPSF, located in 
various parts of the country including vulnerable sections of 
Jammu & Kashmir, left-wing/naxal affected areas and North East 
to ensure smooth transportation of goods and passengers and to 
secure Railway property during bandh, dharna, agitation, etc.  RPF 
personnel have also been deployed overseas under the aegis of 
United Nations Peace Keeping Missions in countries like Sudan, 
Kosovo and Cyprus.

On an average, 1,275 trains are  escorted by RPF daily, besides 
escorting 2,200 Mail/Express trains by Government  Railway Police 
(GRP).  The force is actively supplementing the efforts of GRP which 
functions under the respective State Governments in controlling 
crime on Railways. A total of 16.27 lakh offenders were prosecuted 
during the year under various sections of the Railways Act. During 
the year, 75 cases of drugging, 187 cases of luggage lifting, 42 cases 
of carrying illegal arms, 61 cases of chain snatching, 111 cases of 
pickpocketing, 270 cases of trafficking of contraband goods, 117 
cases of offences against women and 241 cases of other criminal 
offences were detected by RPF and 973 offenders were arrested 
and handed over to GRP for legal action. Also, 1,508 destitute 
minor girls and boys were rescued and restored to their parents or 
non-Governmental Organizations.

Comparative position of crime against Railways' property 
dealt under the Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) Act by 
RPF during 2010-11 vis-à-vis 2009-10, is as follows:
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No. of cases 
registered

No. of persons 
arrested

Value of property 
(` in crores)

Stolen Recovered
Railway materials and fittings

2009-10 6,290 5,547 3.42                1.85
2010-11 6,064 5,602 3.92 2.38

Booked consignments
2009-10 1,123 788 1.74 1.01
2010-11 1,116 889 1.66 0.79

Security Upgradation

Integrated security system consisting of IP based CCTV 
Surveillance System, Access Control, Personal and Baggage 
Screening System and Bomb Detection and Disposal System is 
in place to strengthen surveillance mechanism at 202 sensitive 
railway stations of IR.

For further strengthening of manpower, a massive 
recruitment drive has been launched by notification of 11,952 
posts of Constables and 511 posts of Sub-Inspectors out of 
which 10% vacancies have been reserved for eligible female 
candidates and 10% for ex-servicemen.

An All India Security help-line, which can be accessed by 
the passengers round the clock, is being set-up. Various other 
measures like networking of RPF Posts and Security Control 
Rooms, setting-up of a commando training centre for RPF 
personnel and procurement of modern security equipments 
have been undertaken.

Amendment to the Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) 
Act, 1966 has been introduced in the Parliament to widen the 
ambit of penal sections of the Act and empowering RPF Officer 
to conduct enquiry on receipt of information about occurrence 
of an offence against Railway property. Proposal for amendment 
in the RPF Act 1957 to empower RPF to deal with passenger 
related offences is also under process.

Encounters with Criminals

During 2010-11, 2 RPF/RPSF personnel laid down their 
lives and 74 sustained injuries while protecting railway property/
passengers. CCTV surveillance system, New Delhi 

Railway Station, Northern Railway.

CCTV at Allahabad Station, North Central 
Railway.
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Vigilance

Vigilance organization is a major area of management in 
the Railways.  Its role is to ensure that management decisions 
at all levels are taken in accordance with extant rules and 
procedures and in an objective and transparent manner.

Steps taken in the direction of preventive vigilance 
include organizing courses and seminars to educate the staff 
and officers about correct rules and procedures; distributing 
educative literature in the form of vigilance bulletins; suggesting 
modifications in system to make it more responsive and 
transparent; adopting leveraging technology in decision making 
to reduce the role of discretionary powers; conducting campaigns 
through print and electronic media bringing out the role of public 
at large in curbing corruption; exhorting citizens to make use of 
the ‘Vig Eye’ facility set up by the Central Vigilance Commission 
and 24 hour vigilance helpline of the Railways.

Other measures taken by Vigilance organization to reduce 
corruption include intensifying checks at reservation offices, 
booking counters, parcel and goods booking offices and other 
such offices which deal with the public; keeping a watch on the 
working of officials of doubtful integrity; stringent exemplary 
action against those found guilty of corruption; educating 
and training of senior officers in the matter of tenders and 
contracts; devising steps to empower Railway Protection Force 
for taking action against touts and unauthorized travel agents; 
implementation of rotational transfers of officials posted on 
sensitive seats; preventing leakage of revenue by conducting 

Meritorious Service

On the occasion of Republic Day and Independence Day 
2011, 33 RPF/RPSF personnel were awarded Police Medals for 
their distinguished and meritorious services by the President of 
India.  Three RPF personnel have been awarded with Railway 
Minister’s Medal for Best Investigation and three RPF personnel 
were awarded with Railway Minister’s Medal for Bravery.


