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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dtd. 6.2.1979.

The General Managers,
All Indian Railways.

Sub: Provision of re-setting buttons on Axle Counters.

Whenever Axle counters are used for block Working control of Reception Lines
on Home Signals etc. re-set buttons may be provided so that whenever the Axle counter
shows fault condition the same can be re-set at normal by then A.S.M.  In-charge, after
ensuring that the monitored portion is vacant.

However, each and every operation  of the re-set button should be counted on a
Veeder counter and must be properly recorded in the Train signal Register indicating the
movement before and after the operation of the reset button.  Further the procedure to be
followed for ensuring that the monitored section is free of any Vehicles must be clearly
laid down in the Station Working Rules so that after ensuring the same the A.S.M. In-
charge can reset the Axle Counter.

Since Axle Counters are being introduced on the Railways gradually, it may be
ensured that such procedures/records are being meticulously followed/kept during
inspections and staff properly educated during the various courses as at the Zonal
Training School.

The receipt of this letter may be acknowledged.

*Instructions Modified vide Board’s
Letter No.77/W3/SGB/5 dt.12.2.82.

Sd/-
( R.Krishnaswamy )
Dy.Director(Signals)
Railway Board.

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.6.2.1979.
Copy to:
1. C.S.T.Es, All Indian Railways, and others.

Sd/-
( R.Krishnaswamy)
Dy.Director,Signals
Railway Board.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.12.2.82.

The General Manager(S&T)
Southern Railway,
Madras.

Sub: Provision of re-setting button for Axle Counters in station section.
Ref: (I) Your letter No.SG.190/XV dt.15.12.81 (ii) Board’s letter of
even                                   

No. dt.6.2.1979.

Vide Board’s letter of even number dated: 6.2.1979 the Railway had been asked
to provide  rest  buttons so that whenever Axle counters show fault condition the same
can be re-set manually by the ASM In-charge after ensuring that the monitored portion is
vacant.  Instructions were also issued that each and every operation of the reset button
should be counted on a Veeder Counter and must be properly recorded in the Train
Signal Register indicating the movement before and after the operation of the reset
button.  It was also emphasised that such procedures/records to verify the vacancy of the
track before resetting should be meticulously checked during inspection and the staff
should be properly educated during the various courses at the Zonal Training Schools.

2. In spite of the above, it is seen that in some cases proper precautions are not being
observed while the resetting operations is done and this recently has led to a collision at
Dukhari on Northern Railway when the Axle counters where resert even when the line
was blocked.

3. The matter has been considered and in order to obviate the risk of ASM on duty
using reset device without fault condition the first train after the failure should be piloted
as per the extant rules after verification of clearance of the reception line, the following
two safeguards should be introduced:-

(i) Once the axle counters has failed and is showing fault condition the first train
after the failure should be piloted as per the extant rules after verification of the clearance
of the reception line.  After the piloted trains has cleared the portion being monitored by
the axle counter, the axle counter may be reset.

(ii) The reset device should be operated to key which should be kept locked in a
separate box to be kept with the Station Master and not with the ASM on duty.
Whenever it is necessary to operate the resetting device the above key should be got from
the Station Master and resetting should be done by the AS along with SM both of whom



shall record on the train Signal Register the Veeder counter number.  In case SM is not
available, there setting can be done along with another ASM/Electrical Signal Maintainer
if available. 

In case no other  SM/ASM is available Electrical Signal Maintainer should be
called for.
58

Each and every operation of the reset button should be recorded in the Train
Signal Register by two officials and during inspection of the station, the signal and traffic
inspecting officials should specifically check up the procedures being followed in respect
of the above resetting device and ensure that the first train after the failure has been
piloted and after the vacation of the same the axle counter has been reset. This procedure
of piloting the first train and ensuring that the monitored portion is free of any vehicles
before resetting is done be clearly laid down in the Station Working Rules so that after
ensuring the same, the ASM incharge and SM/ASM/ESM reset the axle counter. 

4. As this      is a new piece of safety equipment which has been introduced and the
staff are yet to get adequately acquainted with the working of the system, the
performance of axle counter as also the compliance of the rules for resetting as given
above may be furnished to the Board every 3 months for the next one year. 

6. As regards the resetting device for axle counters in block sections (i.e. for IBS and
tokenless block working instructions shall follow.

*Instructions Modified vice Board’s
  letter No..77/W3/SGB/5 dt.30.4.85.
                                                                                                                    Sd/-

 (R.Krishnaswamy)
                                                                                               Jt.Director(S&T)-I
                                                                                                                    Railway Board. 
No.77/W3/SGB/5, New Delhi, Dt.12.2.1982

Copy to :-
1. The CSTEs, All Indian Railways and others. 

                                                                 
                                                                                                                Sd/-
                                                                                                           (R.Krishnaswamy)
                                                                                                            jt.Director(S&T)-I

 Railway Board 



Government of India
            Ministry of Railways

  (Railway Board)

No.77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi,Dt.27.2.1982

The General Manager,
All Indian Railways. 

Sub :  Provision of resetting button for axle counter used for block 
          Working viz. Intermediate block signalling and tokenless
          Block working. 
Ref :   Board’s letter of even No.dt.6.2.1979.

Vide Board’s letter of even number dt.6.2.79 the Railways had been asked to provide reset button
so that where axle counters show fault condition the same can be reset manual by the ASM In-charge after
ensuring that the monitored portion is vacant. Instructions were also issued that each and every operation of
the reset button should be counted on a Veeder Counter and must be properly recorded in the Train signal
Register indicating the movement before and after the operation of the reset button. It was also emphasized
that such procedures/records to verify the vacancy of the track before resetting should be meticulously
checked during inspection and the staff should be properly educated during the various course at the zonal
Training Schools.

2. In spite of the above, it is seen that adequate precautions are not being observed and has resulted
in an accident on the S.C.Railway. Arising out of the enquiry in to the rear end collision between No.17
Janata Express and No.42 Passenger on 5.10.81 between Tunduru and tenali, the Commissioner of Railway
Safety had recommended that the emergency reset button should be taken away from being operated by the
station staff. 

3. The matter has been considered and where axle counters are used for block working viz.
Intermediate block signalling, tokenless block working, automatic signalling etc. for following safeguards
should be introduced. 

3.1 Once the axle counter has failed and the concerned signal cannot be taken off the despatching
station should verify clearance of the block section by exchange of private number with the station in
advance. After ensuring that the block section is cleared, the axle counter shall be reset by cooperative
effort between the ASMs of the despatching and the receiving stations. The circuitory will be so modified
as to obviate the possibility of the resetting by the despatching/receiving station independently. 

3.2 Each and every operation of the reset button should be recorded in the Train signal Register by
both the stations and during inspection of the stations the Signal and Traffic inspecting official should
specifically check up the procedures being following in respect of the above reset buttons and ensure that
the exchange of private number in this regard is being maintained properly.
As axle counter is a new piece of safety equipment being provided for the block working and the staff are
yet to get adequately acquainted with the working of the system performance of the axle counters used for
block working as also the compliance of the rules for resetting given above may be furnished to the Board
every 3 months for the next one year. 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.24.4.84.

The General Managers(S&T)
All Indian Railways.

Sub: Provision resetting button for Axle Counters.
Ref: Board’s letter of even number dt.12.2.82.

In para 3 (ii) of the above quoted letter, it has been mentioned that resetting can be done jointly by
A.S.M. along with S.M. and in case S.M. is not available, then it can be done by ASM/Electrical signal
Maintainer if available.

The matter has been re-examined and it has been decided new that resetting can be done jointly by
ASM along with S.M. and in case S.M is not available, then it can be done either by ASM/Switchman or by
A.SM./Electrical Signal Maintainer.

The station working rules may be amended accordingly.

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter. 

(This also disposes of CSTE(Con),E.Railway’s letter No.SG/219/4/2/Con dt.31.8.83 and 22.9.93).

*Instructions Modified vide Rly.
Board’s letter No.77/W3/SGB/5 
Dt.30.4.85.

                                                                                                Sd/-
                                                                                              ( A.K.Kapoor)
                                                                                               Jt.Director(S&T)-I
                                                                                       Railway Board, New Delhi

No.77/W3/SGB/5                                                       New Delhi, Dt.24.4.1984

The CSTE(Con)s, All Indian Railways and others.

                                                                                                 Sd/-
                                                                                                 Joint Director(S&T)-I
                                                                                             Railway Board,New Delhi



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.30.4.85.

The General Managers(S&T)
All Indian Railways.

Sub: Provision of re-setting button for Axle counters in station 
section.

Ref: Board’s letter No.77/W3/SGB/5 dt.12.2.1982 and 24.4.1984.

Instruction for resetting of an axle counter in the event of fault condition have been issued in terms
of Board’s above referred letters.

The instructions as under have been slightly amended as requested by the Railways:-

(a) Once the axle counter has failed and is showing fault condition, the first train after the failure
should be piloted as per the extant rules after verification of the clearance of the reception line.
The piloting of the first train is not required when the train is received on the loop lines provided
adequate precautions; are taken at ensure that there is no obstruction on the line.  After the piloted
train has cleared portion being monitored by the axle counters; the axle counter may be reset.

(b) The reset device should be operated by a key which should be kept locked in a separate box either
in SM’s office or in the ASM’s office where there is no separate office available.

(c) Whenever it becomes necessary to operate the reset device the resetting should be done jointly by
the ASM’s along with the SM and in case S.M. is not available then resetting should be done
jointly by ASM, with Switchman of by ASM with Electric Signal Maintainer.  The station
working rules may be amended accordingly.  Receipt of this letter may be acknowledged.

Sd/-
( A.K.Kapoor )
Joint Director(S&T)-I,
Railway Board.

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.30.4.85.

Copy to:-  CSTEs, All Indian Railways and others.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.30.4.85.

The General Managers(S&T)
All Indian Railways.

Sub: Provision of re-setting button for Axle counter sin station 
section.

Ref: Board’s letter No.77/W3/SGB/5 dt.12.2.1982 and 24.4.1984.

Instruction for resetting of an axle counter in the event of fault condition have been issued in terms
of Board’s above referred letters.

The instructions as under have been slightly amended as requested by the Railways:-

(a) Once the axle counter has failed and is showing fault condition, the first train after the failure
should be piloted as per the extant rules after verification of the clearance of the reception line.
The piloting of the first train is not required when the train is received on the loop lines provided
adequate precautions; are taken at ensure that there is no obstruction on the line.  After the piloted
train has cleared portion being monitored by the axle counters; the axle counter may be reset.

(b) The reset device should be operated by a key which should be kept locked in a separate box either
in SM’s office or in the ASM’s office where there is no separate office available.

(c) Whenever it becomes necessary to operate the reset device the resetting should be done jointly by
the ASM’s along with the SM and in case S.M. is not available then resetting should be done
jointly by ASM, with Switchman of by ASM with Electric Signal Maintainer.  The station
working rules may be amended accordingly.  Receipt of this letter may be acknowledged.

Sd/-
( A.K.Kapoor )
Joint Director(S&T)-I,
Railway Board.

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.30.4.85.

Copy to:-  CSTEs, All Indian Railways and others.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.24.4.84.

The General Managers(S&T)
All Indian Railways.

Sub: Provision resetting button for Axle Counters.
Ref: Board’s letter of even number dt.12.2.82.

In para 3 (ii) of the above quoted letter, it has been mentioned that resetting can be done jointly by
A.S.M. along with S.M. and in case S.M. is not available, then it can be done by ASM/Electrical signal
Maintainer if available.

The matter has been re-examined and it has been decided new that resetting can be done jointly by
ASM along with S.M. and in case S.M is not available, then it can be done either by ASM/Switchman or by
A.SM./Electrical Signal Maintainer.

The station working rules may be amended accordingly.

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter. 

(This also disposes of CSTE(Con),E.Railway’s letter No.SG/219/4/2/Con dt.31.8.83 and 22.9.93).

*Instructions Modified vide Rly.
Board’s letter No.77/W3/SGB/5 
Dt.30.4.85.

                                                                                                Sd/-
                                                                                              ( A.K.Kapoor)
                                                                                               Jt.Director(S&T)-I
                                                                                       Railway Board, New Delhi

No.77/W3/SGB/5                                                       New Delhi, Dt.24.4.1984

The CSTE(Con)s, All Indian Railways and others.

                                                                                                 Sd/-
                                                                                                 Joint Director(S&T)-I
                                                                                             Railway Board,New Delhi



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
 (RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dtd. 6.2.1979.

The General Managers,
All Indian Railways.

Sub: Provision of re-setting buttons on Axle Counters.

Whenever Axle counters are used for block Working control of Reception Lines
on Home Signals etc. re-set buttons may be provided so that whenever the Axle counter
shows fault condition the same can be re-set at normal by then A.S.M.  In-charge, after
ensuring that the monitored portion is vacant.

However, each and every operation  of the re-set button should be counted on a
Veeder counter and must be properly recorded in the Train signal Register indicating the
movement before and after the operation of the reset button.  Further the procedure to be
followed for ensuring that the monitored section is free of any Vehicles must be clearly
laid down in the Station Working Rules so that after ensuring the same the A.S.M. In-
charge can reset the Axle Counter.

Since Axle Counters are being introduced on the Railways gradually, it may be
ensured that such procedures/records are being meticulously followed/kept during
inspections and staff properly educated during the various courses as at the Zonal
Training School.

The receipt of this letter may be acknowledged.

*Instructions Modified vide Board’s
Letter No.77/W3/SGB/5 dt.12.2.82.

Sd/-
( R.Krishnaswamy )
Dy.Director(Signals)
Railway Board.

No: 77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, dt.6.2.1979.
Copy to:
2. C.S.T.Es, All Indian Railways, and others.

Sd/-
( R.Krishnaswamy)
Dy.Director,Signals
Railway Board.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

No: 77/W3/SGB/ New Delhi, dt.12.2.82.

The General Manager(S&T)
Southern Railway,
Madras.

Sub: Provision of re-setting button for Axle Counters in station section.
Ref: (I) Your letter No.SG.190/XV dt.15.12.81 (ii) Board’s letter of
even                                   

No. dt.6.2.1979.

Vide Board’s letter of even number dated: 6.2.1979 the Railway had been asked
to provide  rest  buttons so that whenever Axle counters show fault condition the same
can be re-set manually by the ASM In-charge after ensuring that the monitored portion is
vacant.  Instructions were also issued that each and every operation of the reset button
should be counted on a Veeder Counter and must be properly recorded in the Train
Signal Register indicating the movement before and after the operation of the reset
button.  It was also emphasised that such procedures/records to verify the vacancy of the
track before resetting should be meticulously checked during inspection and the staff
should be properly educated during the various courses at the Zonal Training Schools.

2. In spite of the above, it is seen that in some cases proper precautions are not being
observed while the resetting operations is done and this recently has led to a collision at
Dukhari on Northern Railway when the Axle counters where resert even when the line
was blocked.

3. The matter has been considered and in order to obviate the risk of ASM on duty
using reset device without fault condition the first train after the failure should be piloted
as per the extant rules after verification of clearance of the reception line, the following
two safeguards should be introduced:-

(i) Once the axle counters has failed and is showing fault condition the first train
after the failure should be piloted as per the extant rules after verification of the clearance
of the reception line.  After the piloted trains has cleared the portion being monitored by
the axle counter, the axle counter may be reset.

(ii) The reset device should be operated to key which should be kept locked in a
separate box to be kept with the Station Master and not with the ASM on duty.
Whenever it is necessary to operate the resetting device the above key should be got from
the Station Master and resetting should be done by the AS along with SM both of whom



shall record on the train Signal Register the Veeder counter number.  In case SM is not
available, there setting can be done along with another ASM/Electrical Signal Maintainer
if available. 

In case no other  SM/ASM is available Electrical Signal Maintainer should be
called for.

Each and every operation of the reset button should be recorded in the Train
Signal Register by two officials and during inspection of the station, the signal and traffic
inspecting officials should specifically check up the procedures being followed in respect
of the above resetting device and ensure that the first train after the failure has been
piloted and after the vacation of the same the axle counter has been reset. This procedure
of piloting the first train and ensuring that the monitored portion is free of any vehicles
before resetting is done be clearly laid down in the Station Working Rules so that after
ensuring the same, the ASM incharge and SM/ASM/ESM reset the axle counter. 

4. As this      is a new piece of safety equipment which has been introduced and the
staff are yet to get adequately acquainted with the working of the system, the
performance of axle counter as also the compliance of the rules for resetting as given
above may be furnished to the Board every 3 months for the next one year. 

6. As regards the resetting device for axle counters in block sections (i.e. for IBS and
tokenless block working instructions shall follow.

*Instructions Modified vice Board’s
  letter No..77/W3/SGB/5 dt.30.4.85.

                                    Sd/-
 (R.Krishnaswamy)
                                    Jt.Director(S&T)-I
                                    Railway Board. 

No.77/W3/SGB/5 New Delhi, Dt.12.2.1982

Copy to :-
2. The CSTEs, All Indian Railways and others. 

                                                                 
Sd/-

 (R.Krishnaswamy)
 Jt.Director(S&T)-I
 Railway Board 
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