
ECONOMICS DIVISION 

 

ECONOMIC UNIT 

 

1. Economic analysis of Railways’ investment plans.  
 

Economic appraisal of investment proposals relating to 
construction of new railway lines, gauge conversion, doubling, 
railway electrification, etc.   

 
Consideration and refinement of methodology for economic 
appraisal of projects.  

 
 Clarifying concepts/methodological issues, etc. to Zonal Railways 

and  other Directorates on appraisal related matters on specific 
projects  appraised in the Economic Directorate.    

 
2. Conducting studies, on the direction of the Board or for internal 

use/preparation in the Economic Directorate on specific economic 
aspects of Indian Railway system or otherwise relevant for the 
organization.   

 
 Maintenance of relevant statistical/economic indicators.  

3.      Rendering advice to other Directorates in the Board and other 
Ministries/Departments on specific economic matters.   

 
 Participation in committees and groups on specific subjects.   
 
 Participation in Five year Plan Working Groups/sub-groups.   
 
4. Analysis of Production performance of core industries, such as 

Cement, Coal, Fertilizers and Iron and Steel vis-à-vis 
achievements in loading by Indian Railways.   

 
 Issue of Monthly Production Statements.   
 
5. Maintenance of basic information about the economy, including 

power and fuel, etc.  
 
 Preparation and circulation of briefs and Fortnightly Economic 

Review.   



6. Participation in specific budget related works, exercises required 
by the Financial Commissioner.  

 
7. Material for Railway Yearbook.  
  Chapter on ‘Economic Review’ 
 Selected Economic Indicators and other information.   
 
8. Material for Minister of Railways’ Budget Speech relating to 

‘General Economic conditions, industrial development, traffic 
prospects etc.’ 

 
9. Coordination of work relating to preparation of material for the 

annual Economic Survey brought out by in the Ministry of 
Finance.   

 
10. Supply of material/information on specific economic aspects to 

other Ministries.  
 
11. Periodical Assessment of the contribution of Railways to India’s 

foreign trade, both imports and exports. Statistics and Economic 
Directorate have to compile the data for this purpose from the 
Zonal Railways. 

 
12. Participation of Economic Adviser in all meetings/interactions 

with Planning Commission in respect of new projects, Annual and 
Five Year Plan discussions/Working Groups/Review Meetings. 

 
13. Better coordination and frequent interaction between 

Directorate of Statistics & Economics and Economic Unit to meet 
the merging data requirements, this could be through 
Monthly/Quarterly Meetings convened by Financial 
Commissioner. 

 
14. Representation to Economic Unit in the Core Groups formed by 

the Railway Board. 
 
15. Representation in the Core Group constituted for the purpose of 

transport coordination. 
 
16. Participation in the General Manager’s Conference. 
 
17. Studies on Railway’s Contribution to environmental 

upgradation/regeneration. 
 



18. Study on inter-regional and intra-regional traffic flows. Analysis 
of costs and benefits of creation of new lines, doubling of 
existing lines, etc. 

 
19. Impact Analysis of Projects completed with a view to comparing 

the projected and realized traffic flows.  
 
20. Any other exercise/work assigned by FC/Board involving 

economic analysis. 
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