
 1 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

(RAILWAY BOARD) 
  

 
No.2006/Safety (A&R)/3/12                New Delhi, dated     .05.2010 
 

General Managers   
All Indian Railways including 
Metro Railway, Kolkata 

Konkan Railway Corporation 
 

Director General 
Railway Staff College, Vadodara  
 

Director  
IRITM/Lucknow 

 
Chief Operations Managers, 
All Indian Railways. 

 
Principals, 
All Zonal Railway Training Institutes. 

 
Sub: ALERT advice No. 04/2010. 

  
Based on the prima-facie causes of consequential train accidents 

which took place recently, following “ALERTS” are advised for taking 

necessary precautions to pre-empt similar occurrences.  
 

 Derailments due to vehicle defect:-   

 
 Derailment of an express train on Mumbai Division of  Central Railway 

due to cold breakage of axle.   
 

 Derailment of a passenger train on Delhi Division of Northern Railway 
due to Buffer entanglement.  

 

 Cracks in the body of SLR due to weld failure of sole bar during 
running:-   

 
 Cracks in the body of SLR due to weld failure of sole bar during 

running on Kota Division of West Central Railway. This coach under 
went POH only 27 days earlier to date of incident.   
 

 Excessive speed by Loco pilot leading to derailment:-    
 

 Derailment of a passenger train on Jhansi Division of North Central 
Railway due to excessive speed.   
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 Derailments due to track defect:-  \ 

 
  Derailment of a goods train on Tiruvananthapuram Division of  

Southern Railway due to rail fracture combined with overspeeding 
by Loco pilot. 

 

 Failure of BPAC on account of RDSO Track Recording Car 

Movements:- 
 
  Failure of BPACs of the stations after passage of the RDSO Track 

Recording Car is a cause of concern.  Railways are advised to adopt 
following measures to overcome this problem:-   

 

(i) ‘L’ frame and feeler should be removed and insulated 
completely as advised in the first para under ‘conclusion’ of 

trial report.  A trail should be conducted by Track Machine 
Directorate in the field with this assembly.  After successful 
trial, large scale usage of the same may be considered. 

(ii) On a short-term basis, a suitable material which is both non-
magnetic and electrically insulating should be identified to 

replace the ‘L’ frame and feeler.  Other properties of the 
material like mechanical strength for application in TRC shall 
be required to be reviewed. 

 
 Southern and Central Railways have developed BPAC instruments 
with more operational flexibility which allows the Station Masters to reset 

the failed BPAC, with the co-operation of the adjacent Station, after 
physically ensuring complete arrival of the train on which the BPAC has 

failed to reduce BPAC failures after the movement of RDSO’s Track 
Recording Cars and other BPAC failures to avoid issue of PLCT to 
normalize the BPAC.  

 
The provisions of resetting of Axle Counters provided for block 

working are dealt with in para 17.48 of the SEM Part-II which 
stipulates that the axle counters can be reset with the cooperation  of 
the ASMs of dispatching and receiving stations after physically 
verifying the clearance of block sections under exchange of private 
number.  The para does not stipulate piloting of first train after failure of 
Axle Counter. 

 
Railways (other than Southern and Central Railways) are advised to 

adopt the system developed by these two Railways. 
 

 

 Provision of Auto TOL feature in Block Release Circuit to reduce 

Block Failures in Double Line SGE Block Instrument:- 
 
  

  In case the train enters the Home Signal before the handle of a double 
line SGE, Type Block Instruments is turned to TCL position, the block 
instruments fails and the next train has to be sent on PLCT and the 

block instrument is normalized by passage of this train.   
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North Central, Eastern, Southern and Southeast Central Railways 

have implemented an Auto TOL  circuit which results in normalization 
of the block instrument even when the handle is turned to TOL 

position after the trains entered the Home Signal. 
 

Other Zonal Railways are advised to follow-up with the S&T 

department so as to implement this system to bring in operational 
improvement and higher safety standards. 

  

Hindi version of Alert advice No.3/2010 is enclosed. Hindi version of 
Alert advice No. 04/2010 will be sent with Alert advice No.05/2010. 

 
 
 

(Kamlesh Gupta)  
Adviser /Safety 

Railway Board 
 
C/-    Chief Safety Officers, All Indian Railways. 


